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INTRODUCTION 


It is incumbent orj the author to observe, tbitl: 
this “Journal of the Mauritius’’ originally 
peared, in detached portions, in file columns ^ 
the “ Literary Gazette The accident of nut-, 
merous errors in the earlier edition, coupled with;; 
the partial persuasion of a friend, have induc- 
ed the author to republish the “ Diary’’ iu 
its present integral form. The grammatical 
triors of the former, have been corrected 
in the present publication ; one; or egres- 

sions have been omitted, some idftiyjjiti'e re- 
dundancies curtailed, and, in rare instances, 
the structure of a sentence has been modified, 
the writer hopes for the better. An re.ste. the 
Journal remains essentially unaltered. 

The author had directed, that t he remarks on 
the “ Alfranchis’’ of the Mauritius, which oc- 
cupy the first six and twenty pages of the 
pamphlet, should be disjoined from the “Jour- 
nal” and inserted in the form of a supplemen- 
tary chapter ; unfortunately his wish was mis- 
understood or lost sight. of by the inspector of 
the Press, and he is now constrained to solicit 
the reader's indulgence for their unmeaning in- 
corporation. 
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THE MAURITIUS. 


It was towards the close of the year 1635, after 
nearly six months' residence in the u Mauritius,” 
that I drew up the following slight sketch of the 
“noirs” of the island in their then state of apprentissage, 
and their %pparent qualifications for the unlimited 
emancipation into which they were about to be ushered. 
The opinions I have formed of this class, whether ac- 
curate or not, are, at least, the sincere, deliberate re* 
suit of my individual observation, supported by the 
collective experience of many residents on the island. 
It would be disingenuous to affirm, that I arrived in 
the “Mauritius” with a mind wholly unbiassed on 
this interesting question. 

From early youth a warm admirer of Fox and Wil- 
bcrforce, and one to whom the very term of slavery 
was instantaneously suggestive of the enchaining elo- 
quence of St. Pierre, and the contagious pathos of 
Sterne, I can scarcely be said to have sat down an 
unprepossessed judge on a cause, in which bondage and 
freedom, the slave-owner and his transferable human 
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were brought into antagonism. Should the re- 
sult of my observation, then, seem to any one unwar- 
rantably indulgent to the planter and severe to the 
raoir, let him, at least, do me tlm justice of recollecting, 
that I had to rid myself of a prior prepossession in 
favour of the negroes, ere I could calmly and im- 
partially adjust the conflicting merits of the question. 
For some* period antecedent to my arrival in the 
island, the new institution of “ apprentissage ” had 
replaced the ancient system of slavery, and the ar- 
bitrary power of punishment, before vested in the 
proprietor, had been completely annulled ; while the 
<4 judge special/’ an officer of new creation, was 
appointed to hear and decide on the complaints of the 
“ apprentis ” agaiust his master, as also of the master 
against his “apprentis.” The irregularities of the 
planter and the delinquencies of the noir, were thus 
subjected to the same tribunal, and conviction was 
followed by a proportionate punishment to the guilty. 

That the “habitans ” should have regarded this new 
court, which arrogated to itself the privileges they 
had once enjoyed, with jealousy and alienation, is, at 
least, natural ; but that it should have been on the 
whole distasteful to the negroes, for whose peculiar 
favour and convenience it was instituted, may seem 
unaccountable, — but is not the less an indisputable 
fact. This is owing to the greater severity of the 
punishment awarded by the magistrate than that for- 
merly inflicted by the proprietor, for offences of the 
same degree. 

It is notorious that the punishment a slave formerly 
incurred from his master lor a grave felony, was little 
severer than that inflicted by an European pedagogue 
on a truant school-boy. To illustrate what I believe 
to be the prevailing feeling of the “ apprentis” on 
this subject, I shall insert, verbatim, a fragment of a 
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dialogue between two negro-womdn, as overheard ati4 
reported to me by an English gentleman, long resident 
in the island: — “Fine times these” commenced^ one. 
“Now, if wc are impudent — give mauvais raisons to 
our mistresses, we are punished more severely thatt 
formerly when convicted of a theft. I was impertinent 
to my mistress, a few days ago, and she sefot me before 
the magistrate, by whom T was sentenced to a fort- 
night’s imprisonment. When I was released from 
prison, and sent back to my mistress, I said to her, 
when next I am impudent, beat me, then we shall be 
quits, but don’t send mo again before the magistrate ; 
there you have it all your own way and I am the only 
sufferer.” * 

Yet the transition state of “ apprentissage,” must 
be regarded on the whole as a very imperfect pre- 
parative for the rights of citizenship. Still residing 
on their camps in the proprietor’s estate, still ex- 
changing the product of their daily labour for the 
accustomed rations and wages, still tended when sick 
by the district surgeon, not to omit the imperious 
influence of habit, I feci convinced that by far the 
greater proportion of the negroes recognize no es- 
sential difference in their present condition as “ ap- 
prentis,” and ♦their former as slaves. In point of 
physical comfort and accofllbodation, their condition, 
as compared with that of a large proportion of our 
agricultural labourers and artizans, is epviable indeed* 
The sleek appearance, and gay ‘‘ insousiance” > of the 
majority of the “ apprentis,” suggest a natural and 
vivid contrast with the disease, dejection and misery 
so widely impressed on the population of our manu- 
facturing towns, and make one feel more sensibly the 
touching truth contained in Lord Brougham's ironical 
admission : — “ The consistent friend of humanity may 
be permitted to feel some tenderness for his European 
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brethren, although they are white and civilized.” That 
$ surplus remains to the negroes above what is ne- 
cessary for their subsistence, is manifest from the 
personal property in the shape of furniture, &c. s that 
many of them accumulate in their huts, from the live- 
stock, such as pigs, poultry, and pigeons, that they 
are enabled to rear, as also from tbc costly “ material ” 
of which the negresscs’ dresses arc frequently com- 
posed, and the rings, bracelets, &c., with which they 
decorate themselves. 

That the expensive tastes of the African beauty, 
are often supplied from other funds than those of the 
husband, I am perfectly aware; yet if it be shown 
that Caesar Borgia has presented Diana, the spouse 
of Adrian, with a tortoiseshell comb, While Adrian has 
won the good graces of Isidora, the wife of Caesar 
Borgia, with a coral ncgligea, the same conclusion 
will be arrived at as if the toilet and bijouterie of 
both negresscs had been supplied from the pin-money 
allowed them by their husbands. 

The two most predominant features in the character 
of the Mauritius negro, arc idleness and dishonesty. 

I need not the support of such authorities as Buffon 
and Montesquieu, to fort||| my assertion, that all men 
are inclined to idleness; that the natives of the torrid 
.zone are more peculiarly susceptible of its influence, 
and that its sway is most intensely felt amongst the 
inhabitant* of a tropical country, who have not yet 
emerged from barbarism. The latter is precisely the 
state of those African countries, which have con- 
stituted for three centuries the “ officina servorum ” 
to civilized Europe. Some have thought that the 
negro’s innate aversion to labour, has been strengthen- 
ed by the compulsory labour to which he has been 
subjected iu slavery ; yet this opinion is rather 
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invalidated by the notorious idleness of the enfran- 
chised of the Mauritius, as also of Sidrra Leone. ■ 

Mr. Ludlam, governor of Sidrra Leone, after eight 
years’ residence in the country, records his opinion of 
the affranchis, in the following unequivocal language : 
"no visible effect has taken place in consequence 
of the abolition ; except that it has added to the na- 
tural indolence of the native.” That the vices ob- 
servable in the blacks of the Mauritius, to which may 
be added a sanguinary ferocity, are common to the 
African in his indigenous barbarism, and not dcduciblo 
from colonial slavery, is evidenced by the coinciding 
statements of travellers, governors, and envoys, who 
have visited the independent stated of Western Africa. 
In a letter from an English officer from Cape Coast 
Castle, in the year 1815, there occurs the following 
forcible observation : — “ A state of society more mi- 
serably dismembered, and in which the elements seem 
less capable of combination, can scarcely be imagin- 
ed. Europe might he rebarbarized, before Africa 
could civilize herself.” The pages of Barbot, de 
Maria, Francis Moore, Dalziel, and others, abound 
with repulsive anecdotes, and harrowing details of the 
dishonesty, cruelty, and perfidy of the indigenous 
African. But I abstain from pursuing this branch of 
inquiry, having merely proposed to myself to describo 
the " apprentis” of tjie Mauritius, not the aboriginal 
free savage of the continent. The nonchalance and 
reluctance with which the “ apprentis ” almost in- 
variably labour, must strike the most superficial 
observer. Whether the stable, the workshop, or the 
cane field be the scene of his exertions, it is evident 
that there are two strong inherent principles warring 
in his breast, the love of indolence and the dread of 
chastisement. 

The following arc a few out of numerous instances 
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of negro idleness, extracted from a pamphlet on the 
ir affranchis of the Mauritius, by a Monsieur Bernard. 
The author is a planter, and the theory which he en- 
deavours to support, will be met by the trite, though 
not powerless, vous etes un orfevre joue The facts 
which he details, however, are incontrovertible, and 
strictly harmonise with others of a similar tone, which 
have been furnished me as well by the non-proprietor 
as the proprietor of slaves, the adherent of the Jcremie 
as of the D'tfpinay faction. 

“ II y a des noirs qu ’on n’ a jamais pu attacher au 
travail. On avoit un eslave, qui dans respace de 27 
ans n* a pas travaille 18 mois pour v son maitre. A 
peine rentr 6 d’un£ marronnage de plusieurs mois, it 
repartait, allait d<Moncer quelque case, volait des 
vivres, des volailles, dc,s effets tout ce qu'il pouvait 
trouver, a sa convenance ; et pour couronner V oeuvre, 
il se rendit au bureau du Protecteur, et la dlbitait 
contre lui les calomnies les plus affreuses. 

rVernieremcnt cc miserable revient, iV un long, 
marroftnage. 

“ Ah, te voila, lui dit son maitre, eh ! bien mon Gar- 
5011 , que veux tu que jc fasse de toi t quelle a ole ta 
conduite jusqu’ a present? Quels services m’ as tu 
rendus depuis 27 ans que tu m’ appartirns ? et pourtant 
quels reproches as tu a me fatre?’* “ Vous a vex 
raison Monsieur, repreftd le noir, je n*ai pas a me 
plaindrc de vous ; e’est moi qui suis un grand coquin, 
un grand sc616rat, et je suis moi-mfime Atomic que 
vous aver, scuffert aussi patiemment tout ce queje 
vous ai fait. Si vous avicz et 6 un autre maitre, il 
y’a long temps que vousm’ uuriez. . , .un coup de fusil, 
car je Tai bien merit 6 .” “ Mais puisque tu conviens que 
tu t’es si lual conduit, comment as — tu pu aller porter 
tant des plaintcs contre moi a la police, ct eliez 
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M. Thomas ?” “ Jc n’cn sais rieiv Quo voulez vows 
que je vous dise?....Je crois qui’l y a un diahlequi 
me pousse a fairc tout 9a.” Ces avcux dtaient le 
chant tic cygne. Le* malhenreux va trouvcr Madame 
M., lui dcmande un livrc de riz, parceque, dit — il, il ne 
peut pas, on 11c veut pas manger de maniac, recoit 
son riz, quitie de nouveau la cour de stm maitre, et 
meurt cinq ou six jours apriis, chez 1’assistant Pro- 
tcctcur. Ce noir, pendant sa vie, avait manque & 
tous les devoirs : il avait fait pout fitre millc vols dont 
quclques-uns assez considerables, puisqti’il avait 
enlev6 jusqu’ a des bocuf’s: il avait porle contre son 
mattre les plaintcs les plus calomtieuses. En France 
ou en Anglctcrrc, il fut sans doute mort au bagne ou sur 
reebafaud. “ Un tel jour, disait l’autre jour une damn 
a son domestique noir de Gouvernement, je vais, k la 
campagne, vous me rrjoimlrez demain a C. car j’aurai 
besoin de vous/’ — “ Non Madame ! — Comment ! non et 
pourquoi?” “Parcequ, il ne me plait pas de quitter la 
ville/' — “ Eh bien, dans men absence, vous ferez telle 
chose/* — “ Non, vous allez prendre vos plaisirs k la 
canipagne, et moi aussi je veux me promener pendant 
quo vous ne serez pas ici.” — “Mais vous 6tcs un im- 
pertinent : je vous l'crai punir/* — Vous m' cn avez deja 
fait punir; qu’y avez vous gagng. En 6tes vous mieux 
servie, &c.” Et le noir n’ a point 6t6 rejoindre sa mai- 
tresse, et le noir a fait ce qu’il a voulu. 

Un des plusgrandes plaisirs des noirs, e'est d'avoir 
toujours du-feu dans leurs cases, qu’ il fassc chaud, 
qui’l fasse froid, s’asseoir auprds de quelques tisous 
est pour eux un besoin, pour ainsi dire de premiere 
n6qessit6. On serait naturellemeni porle a croirc que 
pour satisfuire ce besoiu imperious. aucuue peine doit 
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tear cofkter ricn; ajnsi on pons&ra que 1’ csclave doit 
proiiter avec emprcssement dc scs hears do loisir ponr 
aller cfoerchcr ]e hois qu’ il deyra consommer dans la 
foirdc. Mats la prdvoyancc est encore une dc ces 
verlus qnc les noirs ig norent entierement : Us ramas- 
sent a la v6rit6 les morceaux de bois qu’ils trouvent 
sous la main* en travaillant pour leur matt re : mais 
s’ il fant qu' ils aillent un peu loin pour s’ cn procurer, 
jls ne fcront pas lc sacrifice de quelques uns dc lours 
womens d’oisivetd, dussent — ils en sonffrir. Cepen- 
dant la nuit venue, ils sont seusiblcs ii cotte privation, 
de feu et surtout de la fum£e. Ils font alors qucl- 
ques efforts ponr taouver des combustibles, dans ces 
instans tout leur est bon, et le bois, qu’ ils peuvent 
obtenir sans peine devient bientdt la proic des 
flammes: la ebarpente d’ une maison, d’un pavilion, 
qnc 1’on aura deposee pres dc leur case, le 
manche d’nn instrument aratoire, des parties dc 
menhlcs mfime, lien n’est sacr6 ponr cux. Us nc 
pourruient ni causer ni dormir, s’ils n’ etaient envi- 
i’oddcs d’un epais nuage de fumde. On a vu des noirs 
habitant la campagne aupres d’nn verger, d’une Corel, 
on d’une terre cn jachfcre, faire brftlcr les materiaux, 
qui composaient leur case, plutot que de se donner la 
peine d’aller a quelques pas deleurdemeure chercherdu 
bois de chauffage qu’ils pouvaient trouver faciiement. 

The innate dishonesty of the aboriginal African, so 
far from degenerating, has sprouted into ranker luxu- 
riance under the shade of colonial civilization; nor can 
this be mailer of surprise to one who considers the 
character of the change which has resulted from their 
connexion with European masters. While their intel- 
lectual capacities have remained uninformed, and their 
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crude moral notions uncorrected, Urey have, simulfa^ 
neously acquired a taste for the luxuries and physical 
accommodations of civilization, and a cunning and 
adroitness which qualify them for excellence in the 
pursuits of illicit appropriation. They possess at least 
one point of analogy with the persuasive orator of 
Pandemonium ; * 

“ To vice industrious, but to nobler deeds 
Timorous and slothful,” 

Lei not the reader imagine that their thieving ex* 
ploits are confined to the timid and occasional abstrac- 
tion of provisions, and necessaries, and the commission 
of single-handed larcenies. Oh, no! l|je infirmity of no- 
bio minds induces them to spurn so ignoble an arena. 
Specie, plate, the bureau, and the “ cassette,” excite 
and reward their aspiring audacity; and in gangs ol 
twenty and thirty, they have broken into extensive 
premises at night ; and, in an incalculably short period, 
disembowelled them of every thing not utterly worth- 
less. For myself, I was so fortunate, although keep- 
ing house in the country for five months, to escape 
with the loss of a few articles of saddlery. 1 must 
allow that my groom, who was ^he delinquent, was the 
only negro on my establishment. 1 dismissed himffom 
my service for incorrigible carelessness and remiss- 
ness, and, being of an affectionate disposition, he look 
away with him, merely as a “souvenir,” two bridles, 
one or two horse blankets, and other stable gear. 
Some friends of mine, who were keeping house con- 
jointly in Port Louis, were far from being so fortunate. 
Two of their domestics, one of the name of “ Evcille,” 
(the smartest and most intelligent creole servant 1 
have seen in the island, and* who would have been a 
promising pupil of the immortal “Scapin”) had bcea 



10 


A JOURNAL OR 


detected in a deep laid consecutive system of pro- 
miscuous robbery from wardrobe, store-room and cel- 
lar, by means of master-keys. They were apprehend- 
ed, tried, convicted, and sentenced to a long imprison- 
ment, but not a particle of the stolen property had 
been recovered prior to my departure from the 
island. Pbrt Louis, I may here observe, in the num- 
ber of receiving houses lor stolen goods that it con- 
tains, holds out tempting facilities to the commis- 
sion, and no less formidable impediments to the de- 
tection of theft. Dishonesty is not confined to the 
adult blacks. At the early age of three and four, 
some of the negro children manifest “ d’irarnenses 
dispositions’* for the act of appropriation; and the 
effrontery with which they will deny the charge, when 
all but taken in the theft, would tax the penetration of 
the most experienced advocate, even of him who has 
been accustomed to cross-question alibi witnesses 
on the Irish southern circuit. The following anecdote 
of juvenile depravity is extracted from Monsieur 
.Bernard’s work ; 

“Un jcunc domestique de 8 or J) ans vole une paire 
dc bouclcs d’ orcilles a sa petite maitresse. Tout 
poftait a croire qu’ il etaitlc coupable: carles bouclcs 
ctaient la, il n’y a que quelqucs minutes, et lui seul 
est entre dans V appartment. On le questionne, on lui 
jpromet qn’il ne lui arrivera rien, s’il rend les objets : 
il soutient avec assurance qu ’il n’a pas vu lesboucles, 
qu *il nc sait ce qu ’on veut iui dire. 

Il fait des sermens, il prend le bon dieu a temoin 
dc son innocence ; on serait vraiement tentd de croire 
qu’il est accuse injustement. 

Mais 1c maitre arrive ; on lui raconte le fait. Le 
maitre qui ne veut pas que de semblables objets sp 
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perdent chez lui, et surtout qu’il y a it des voleurs parmi 
ses domestiques, interroge le petit noir, I’intimide, lo 
menace; radmes repon«5sdelapartdecelui-ci; memos 
denegations, m&mes sermens sur la tfite de son pere f 
de sa mfere. Enfin lo maitre s’empare d’un martinet, il 
va frapper, le petit voleur rend les anneaux. 

Lying, and ingratitude are also prominent traits in 
the" 1 * noir ” of the Mauritius. The former may be re- 
garded as the almost necessary sequence of their' 
idleness and dishonesty. Their social position is in- 
deed eminently calculated to foster this vice. Ever 
self-conscious of sins as well of commission us omis- 
sion, and by consequence apprehensive of merited 
punishment, when interrogated on any subject, they 
shelter themselves, if possible, in utter ignorance. If 
charged of any speech, or action, whether praise-wor- 
thy, indifferent, or improper, they deny it plumply, on 
some rare occasions depriving themselves of a just 
approbation, but far more frequently evading a de- 
served chastisement. Finding that they are on the 
whole the gainers by this line of conduct, Le. that by 
denying what is, (hey generally succeed in screening 
their derelictions — by a jump — which, to a negro in- 
tellect, is by no means a despicable one; they venture 
to put to the test the expediency of the converse rule, 
affirming what is not until they at length become on all 
occasions habitual, and gratuitous perverters of the 
truth. As for the sentiment of gratitude, it is almost 
an exotic in negro bosoms. The marl which encumbers 
but enriches not the barren moor — the blessed rains of 
heaven, which water, but do not fertilize the dgsert 
lands, are but too apt similitudes ot the charity, kind- 
ness, and tenderness, which in many signal instance* 
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Jlave been idly lavished on the members of this thank- 
less race* The following anecdote from Monsieur 
Bernard’s work is a striking illustration of what I have 
advanced : — “ Monsieur, T. avait rccju en cadeati d’une 
tantc qu’il aimait heaucoup, un jeune noir domestique 
fort intelligent ; il avait pour ce noir des attentions, 
des 6gards, que Pon n* a certainement pas, en Europe 
pour les domestiques ; il poussait la c 
jusqa’a vouloir qu’il fat toujours v£tu aussi 
que peut Petre un personne libre, et tous lesdimanches 
il ini donnait quelqu argent. 

Ce mauvais sujet, peu sensible aux bontes de son 
maitre, Pen payait par de Pingratitude : cheque jour 
il Ini faisait des vols plus ou inoins considerables a 
Paidc de fau&ses elds qu’il s’etait procures. Ce noir 
Ic fait unc blessure ; il est pris du tdtanos. Pendant 
quarante cinq jours que dure sa maladie, on lui pro- 
digue les soins les plus assidus ; ce sont ses maitres 
eux-mfitnes qui le vicllent, qui pansent sa plaie ; qui 
Jui font prendre des potions. Enfin il sc rctablil apres 
avoir could a M. T. cn frais dc medecin ct en medica- 
mens environ 150 piastres. 

D<is que ce noir peut marcher, il demandc a sa mai- 
tressc unc piastre pour faire dire unc incssccn actions 
de graces, et remercier I>ieu dc sa guerison. On lui 
donne ccttc piastre : il sc rend cn effet a Pcglise, on- 
tfcnd la rues sc dite a son intention ; rnais a peine sorti 
dc la maison de Dicu, a peine arrive chcz son maitre, 
il vole deux boutcilles de vin. On peut raisonnablcment 
snpposer quo ce noir ne sc tut pas faitscrupule de com- 
mettre un vol plus considerable, s’il en avait trouve Pur. 
casion. Le mallicurcux, il cchappait des bras da la 
wort, et il venait de rcmcrcicr Dicu dejsou rclour a 
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a sant<5. “ Naturam cxpellas ftirca, tamcn usque 
rccorrcf.” 

Such being the prefailing moral features of the men, 
it would be unreasonable to look for decency, far less 
“ virtue's painful endeavour," amongst the women, or, 
as Mrs. Trollope would designate them, “ the females of 

« ble family." From early youth the negresses abandon 
ptselves to the most shameless sensuality. Concu- 
nage (this may be partially referrablc to the numeri- 
cal disparity between the sexes, the proportion of wo- 
men to men being only as GO to 100) is fearfully pre- 
valent and leads to that lesser species of infanticide, 
the procuring of abortions by sell-administered drugs. 
It is impossible to overlook the fact that public opin- 
ion is utterly powerless amongst the “ noirs," and that 
the most glaring and convicted criminality on the part 
of the negro, and the most systematic, and unblushing 
licentiousness on the part of the negress, in no degree 
detract from their consideration in the eyes of their 
comrades. To pass from the graver to the lighter 
traits in the negro character, they are generally dis- 
tinguished by an animal hilarity and good-humoured 
levity, the result of climate and physical temperament, 
which is, at first sight, prepossessing. The “ naiveUj” 
of their expressions, the suavity of their tones, and a 
superficial polish of manner, arc more or less attrac- 
tive to the stranger. Those qualities are more pecu- 
liarly characteristic of the blacks born in tlic island, 
the creole “ noirs," who comprize nearly all the house- 
hold servants, and possess far more intelligence and 
address than the “Cafircs" and “Malgachcs." A bright 
sky, transparent air, and a temperature bland tor an 
intevlropical one, would seem to exercise au auspici- 
ous influence over all cradled in this charming island ; 
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qjpl one might be tempted to apply to the hie of Prance? 
the observation of a shrewd Italian with reference tfr 
Naples, u Sotto questo cielo nor^ nascono sciocehi.” 
i( Fools are not born under these skies/* The organ 
of iniitativeness is largely developed in the creole 
“ noir/’ The mocking birds of civilization ; they copy 
what is least worthy of imitation in the Cf jeunes gens” 
of Port Louis, their foppishness, their prominent “ sjtfKl 
fisance,” their ala mode” oaths, and the “ ecla^p 
with which they dilate on their real or fictitious 
‘"bonnes fortunes.” 

They have a keen perception of the ridiculous, and 
are rapid in detec ting any personal peculiarity, defect, 
or humour, and their mimicry of “ les Anglais ” may be 
recommended as au infallible remedy to any hypochon- 
driac of 

“ The inviolate island of the sage and free.’* 

The love and the taste for music and dllicing, which 
is common to all the natives of the island, is shared by 
the creole “ noir,” who is fully as much addicted to the 
violin and guitar, the dissolving waltz, aud animating 
gallopadc, as the French aristocracy oi the capital. 

I have often been struck by the correctness with 
which the negro lad, sauntering in the evening through 
the “ Rue do Rempart,” or*' Champs do Mars,” would 
hum or whistle airs from William Tell, Zampa, Fra 
Diavolo, or some other popular opera. The passion 
for dress, which is a distinguishing characteristic of the 
colonial French-woman, is indulged in with equal ar- 
dour, though with inferior means, by the creole nc- 
gress. The indigenous patois” is a most corrupt 
jargon, and would drive the pupil of “ Malherbe” to 
distraction, being grammatically and idiomatically 
incorrect, and barbarized in pronunciation. It was 
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some time before I became entirely familiarized to the 
classical, romantic, grandiloquent names, which are 
almost invariably conferred on the blacks, or could 
view without ludicrous associations, a rc MariaThercsa” 
carrying eggs or plain tains to market, a hobbledehoy 
“Numa Pompilius” escorting a dowager sow from the 
country, a Venus personified in an aged,Jiunch-bacl$* 
ed, obi-like looking hag, and an “ Adonis,” no coun- 
1((Srpart of him 

“ Bewailed ia amorous ditties all a summer’s day/’ 

but approximating in face and form to Arnold the 
deformed before his transformation, or the ineffably 
hideous Afrite Sorcerer of Vathek. I have given the 
creole u noir ” the preference on the score of intelli- 
gence over thc*“ Africams” and “ Malgaches.” The 

* 

“ Africains,” who possess a more vigorous conforma- 
tion than the two other branches of the sable family, 
are best ad^ted for, and almost universally employed 
in agricultuWn labours. Unlike the vain creoles, they 
arc careless to a fault on the article of dress; their 
huts are destitute of the commonest conveniences ; they 
are as clai'ty in their habits as the cottagers of Glen- 
burnie, and very generally addicted to drunkenness. 
Low in the scale of humanity as are the aborigines of 

New Holland, it is but a thin partition, which separates 

*> 

them from the Africain <f apprentis.” 

When they have completed their automatic labours, 
they either bask in the sun or crouch together in the 
smoke-misty atmosphere of their huts. That they 
have souls, I believe as firmly as uncle Toby did, but 
assuredly they are sucli as f< can scarce ferment their 
mass of clay.” The half reasoning elephant, standing 
under the shade of the rustling peepul, and fanning his 
languid forehead with a plaintain leaf, indolent, yet 

WfarparS JaArffbn* Ptsbtl# _ 

Ace a, ^ ^ 

'HI 1 ) 
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restless in his indolence, will even to an unfanciful 
view, convey the impression of an “ennuye;” but 
Who would suspect that that dreadful yawn which, 
sleep cannot abate, had ever Irritated the drowsy 
duck-weed stagnation of the Caffre’s existence. The 
“ Malgaohes,” if inferior to the creole in intelligence, 
are apter arid more ingenious than the “ Africains.” 
They have more taste than the latter for the con- 
veniences of life, and amongst this class are to be fouml 
the best island mechanics, carpenters, blacksmiths, 
&C. The intercoi^rse of these three species has, in 
some degree, modified their distinctive habits, and 
tastes, as, for instance, the crcolc has acquired the 
language and national dance of the Africuiu, and has 
imparted to him in return, his proper “ patois," and 
the music of Europe ; but the leading cbaiacterisiics 
of their disposition have been a fleeted no material 
extent. I now proceed to review the Wndilion and 
character of those negroes in the “ Mauritius, 1 ' who 
have been admitted to the full privileges of liberty. 

The radical vices of the “ noir,” indolence and dis- 
honesty, are even more pronounced in this class than 
amongst the “ apprentis.” 

It is rarely that any cultivated land is seen in the 
vicinity of an affranchis’ hut, or live-stock, such as 
sheep arid cows; in either case, it may be safely 
inferred that the “affranchis” possesses one or more 
slaves. 

If asked, says Monsieur Bernard, why he leaves his 
land uncultivated and does not endeavour to better the 
condition of his family, he will answer you that “ il 
n’apas dcs forces,” meaning slaves ; so inseparable in 
his idea is the connexion between servitude and labour. 
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How the#, It will be natttrallf denianded, do tfety 

subsist? 

Some employ themselves as fishermen; others sup- 
port themselves by casual voyages as saijors; some 
work as carpenters, masons, and blacksmiths, but 
having accumulated a small sum, refnain idle till the 
wpur of necessity obliges them to resume their aban- 
doned occupations* & large proportion, however, 

. with a perverted pride, contemn not only the sab- 
i» k t oi < ompuJsory labour, but even Europeans, who 
,il domestic offices, or exorcise a manual calling, be-* 
e themselves to the camp of the planter, and are 
" «f ashamed to sponge upon Un it unemancipatcd ro- 
Jahons Hut the profession uhfih holds out most 
i hum* t’ is *hat of she unlicensed dealer 

The.'O ar lln* owners ot the. shops for receiving stolen 
^uods in Pom Lopv Mahebonrg, Flacque, fee. Such 
* date ot things in ary tdhei country, would argue a 
rrimtnal remissness on the part of the police; but 
here, where by far (lie gicuter portion of the slaves, 
constituting nearly three-fourths of the population* are 
occasional, if not systematic thieves, and the unsus- 
pected and trusted are generally in collusion wUk the 
plunderers, the difficulties thrown ft in the vva^p de- 
tection are almost insurmountable. I am sure, at least, 
that the epic invention, lynx-eyed penetration, and 
blood-hound pertinacity of “ Vidocquo," would find an 
arduous and worthy arena in the capital of the Mauritius* 
The following are extracted from Monsieur Bernards 
“Essay.” “ Un gentilhomme Anglais offrait, il y a 
quelqucvs jours, 10 ou 12 piastres par moi« a un nouvel 
affranchis qu’il voulait avoir pour domesjjquc.” “ Vous 
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me servirez chez moi,” disaitil, "acethornmc” “ ct 
lorsqu’il m’ arrivera de m’ absenter pour un ou deux 
jours, vous me suivrez, et vous portercz roa pctile 
valise. «le porterai voire valise ! repond L’ Affrancbis ; 
non Monsieur, je suis libre, moi, je ne suis pas fait 
pour porter une valise.” 

Un habitant de mes amis me disait : “ J’ ai chez moi 
un affranchis pour surveillcr mes noirs : cct homme so 
croiyait dcshonorb, si dans Ic moment le plus urgent, 
il mettrait une seulc ibis la main a 1’oeuvre. Qucl- 
quefois pourlui prouverquc le travail ne saurait avilir 
l’liomme libre, je me mcle a mes noirs, ct jc Iravaillc 
commc cux. Ce malhereux sent tout le ridicule de sa 
position, il lie. site : il ne sail s’il doit ou non suivrc 
rexemple que je lui donnu ; enfin son orgucuil ct !a 
paresse cedent ; mais ce n’csl quo pour un moment ; 
a peine 1’ ai je perdu de vuc qu’ il quitte 1’ ouvrage.”* 
If such be the condition of the comparatively small 
portion already enfranchised, it is surely natural to 
look forward with distrust and foreboding to eman- 
cipation, breaking in its first flush on the slaves of the 
“ Mauritius.” Is it possible that the most bigotled 
digcittjo 6f the optimist school, can anticipate that 
imp4Ph‘a prospect, nor view some shadows of doubt 
and apprehension stealing over the sunny beauty of 
his ideal landscape? Are they, I ask, fit subjects 

# It would be uncamluj in me to conreal, that there have been, anil n«nv 
are, a few splendid exceptions to the dark and forbidding pmirait I have 
skcUdietl of the Mauritius “ non* men whose benevolence, honesty, nod 
affectionate attachment, show that education und circumstances are not all 
powerful, and that cveiy where, “ the mind is its own place.’* My remarks 
apply to the bUcU in "eneral, not to the isolated exceptions “ Quibun 
multure lulu fiuxu p^aseoidia Titan.” 
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for Hie precious, but in this instance perilous, boon of 
independence, who, so far from being qualified to 
make a right use of the inestimable privilege, arc 
literally unable lo comprehend the meaning and force 
of the term ? Slavery and labour ave so inextricably 
interwoven in their imaginations that they cailhot con- 
ceive the co-cxistencc of freedom and occupation; 
and the images, if any, which liberty suggests to their 
minds, arc those of a sleeping, smoking, drony exis-* 
tcnce, interpersed with fits of revelry and riot. 

It is a fact ** notorious, as the sun at noon day/’ 
that were the alternative of a state of slavery, if such 
were possible, involving utter cessation from JaboitV^ 
and of freedom conjoined, with daily employment* 
presented to their choice, nineteen-twentieths would 
embrace the former. I confess that for my own pari, 

I regard the abrupt and unreserved emancipation of 
the blacks, with emotions analogous to those I should 
feel were the cells and gates of a populous bedlam 
suddenly thrown open, and the hallucinated inhabitants 
liberated from darkness and restraint, lam not one 
of the corps of alarmists, and my apprehensions in 
both cases, would have reference rather to the en- 
franchised maniacs and slaves, than the sau§, and 
cvcr-free members of the community. ^ 

To remove the control and dependence which habit 
has made a second nature to the negro, appears to me 
a procedure of the same equivocal sagacity, as the 
suddenly depriving a rheumatic patient of his accus- 
tomed crutches, and requiring him to walk, or an in- 
veterate opium-eater of his daily drug, and demanding 
of him his usual liveliness and hilarity. What then, 

v 2 
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will be the probable conduct of the numerous black 
population of the u Mauritius?” when going to bed, 
slaves at night, they awake in the morning free-men ? 
Is it reasonable to expect that, indolent as they are, 
childishly reckless of the futnre, and intoxicated with 
misty notions of their new-found independence, they 
will, after two or three self-conferred holidays, when 
the ebullition of their delirium has subsided, tranquilly 
and regularly resume as frce-labourers, the employ- 
ments they had exercised in a state of bondage ? Phi- 
lanthropic credulity may hug itself with the belief, that 
from the ashes of ancient slavery, the young Phoenix 
of liberty may arise full-grown and full-fledged, and 
vigorous of opinion, to cleave the limitless azure in 
his triumphant career, but the calmer anticipations 
of a distrustful experience may, perhaps, recognize 
the apparition of a midnight, mousing, owl, snatched 
from her “ ancient solitary ” tower, and let loose, a 
purblind, pitiable, and persecuted thing, amidst the 
rejoicing songsters, and meridian splendour of a sum- 
mer sky. 

But, assuredly, it requires not the gift of prophecy 

t'i 

to foretell, that by fur the greater proportion of the 
“appfcntis” on attaining emancipation, will imme- 
diately withdraw their labour from the market, and 
live unproductive “ faincares,” till the whole of their 
earned or pilfered funds arc consumed; Such an 
event occurring during the sugar season, would he 
fatal to the planter. 

The evil has been apprehended, and may be, in a 
partial, degree provided lor, by the import of labourers 
from India. Two thousand of the Dangga caste have, 



THE MAURITIUS. 


21 


I hear, been already transplanted into the island, and 
the demand for them still increases. Their subsistence 
costs a third less than that of the “ African,” and if 
not quite so athletic as the “Caffres,” they are in- 
finitely more willing and docile. Habit, too, may be 
expected to increase their efficiency in the plantations. 
Should this remedy, however, be inadequate to meet 
the consequences of emancipation, the prospects of 
the “ Mauritius ” are, indeed, dark and unpromising. 
What a vista of poverty,, distress, folly, and crime, 
will then be revealed in that earthly J’aradiso! And 
what, it may be asked, arc the feelings with which 
the planters project their thoughts into the near, fu- 
ture? But before I reply to this question, as being 
in some measure relevant to the present subject, I 
shall not omit the opportunity of briefly recording any 
opinion on a respectable and calumniated body of 
men. 1 will concede to “ Sterne,” that “ slavery is 
a bitter draught.” I will admit that “ St. Pierre” 
may have sketched from the life the planter of the 
Black llivcr, to whom, in his exquisite romance, lie 
has conferred a gloomy immortality ; that it is even 
Possible that two or three such may exist at the pre- 
sent moment, whose evil energies have, happily for 
their dependents, been fettered by the late measure of 
“ apprentissage but that such monsters should have 
been received, and accredited as specimens of a whole 
class, is a crying injustice. With a few exceptions, 
the planters of the “ Mauritius” have treated their 
slaves with humanity, consideration and indulgence, 
and necessarily, if report speaks true, present a very 
striking contrast to their West Indian brotherhood. 
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They are, moreover, generally domestic in their ha* 
bits, given to hospitality, good humored and agreeable 
members of the social circle, shrewd and acute, and 
not rarely imbued with a love of iiterature and science. 
It is with alacrity that I here express my grateful sense 
of the kind attentions, and unostentatious heartiness of 
reception, that I invariably met with during my excur- 
sions through the island. If some of the “habitans” 
were lately betrayed into an intemperance of speech 
and demeanor not altogether justifiable towards Mr. 
Jcremieand his satellites, let the peculiarly obnoxious 
position which that gentleman occupied, as Protector 
General of the slaves, be taken into consideration: let 
it be remembered how much the intrinsic odium of the 
office was heightened by Mr. Jcremie’s nnconciliating 
and violent deportment,— his arrival in the island, too, 
being but a few w'eeks subsequent to the importation 
of a pamphlet, which evidenced in the most unequi- 
vocal manner, his strong prepossessions against the 
planters. Lastly, let it not, be forgotten, that the ex- 
tent of the indemnity to be received by the planters in 
exchange for their alienated slaves, was as yet unfixed, 
while the first menace of equalization of duties, was 
growling in the distant cast. It must be allowed, thft 
the rumour of faction, generated by highly excited 
feelings, and fostered by a press of unparalleled scur- 
rility, has exercised an inauspicious influence over 
society, particularly in Port Louis, where the distinc- 
tion between ‘'Trojan” and “Tyran” is now mark- 
edly defined, — and that some of the French creoles, 
rendering us in some measure responsible for the un- 
popular acts of our Government, regard us with feel- 
ings of alienation, if not hostility. This cloud on the 
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social horizon, will, I trust, soon dissipate, and that 
following the amicable example of the union in the 
father lands, the transplanted rose and lilly, will bloom 
together in unjcalous beauty amongst the spicy-grovcs 
of « Cerne,” No one who has resided for any length 
of time in the island, but must have beeu*slruck with 
the attachment, which the French creoles evince to- 
wards their native soil, and their umnquisitiveness to 
transport themselves beyond the blue-watery horizon, 
that girdles in their beloved island. I one day called 
on a French lady in Port Louis, who mentioned that 
she had just received a letter from a creole correspon- 
dent then in Paris, who complained bitterly of being 
“ennuye” “in tfce largest metropolis of Europe,” *atid 
said that she was incessantly sighing after her dear 
“ Maurice.” What then can be a more convincing 
proof of the gloomy apprehensions, with which the 
“habitans" at large look forward to emancipation, 
than the resolve of many of them to transplant them- 
selves from the soil in which their feelings, habits, and 
prejudices have so firmly inrooted themselves, and to 
exchange their tranquil independence, and genial cli- 
mate, for the cold skies, but effervescing political at- 
mosphere of France. Sincerely should I rejoice if my 
forebodings were falsified by the result, that the same 
breath which can say to the slave “ be free,” could 
endow him with the qualities requisite for making a 
right use of freedom, and that Mauritius, ’ alter 

the crowning measure of emanci^ion, should become 
the happiest of possible colonics. I have written to 
little purpose, indeed, if the reader should rise from the 
perusal of this 'with the impression, that l am an under- 
hand advocate of prescriptive abuses, or would insidi- 
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ously assume any necessary connexion between the 
continuance* of slavery, and the prosperity of our sugar 
plantations. The island of “ Puerto Hico,” a colony 
of the most notoriously misgoverning kingdom of 
Europe, poor fallen Spain, affords a splendid illustra- 
tion of a rich and flourishing tropical settlement, in 
which by far the larger proportion of the cultivators 
arc free-men. . Emancipation unquestionably should 
have been conferred on all the blacks of the “Mauritius’* 
unexpectedly, but not, I think, until after the lapse of 
such a sufficient period, as duly improved, would have, 
in some niesaure, prepared (hem for this priceless but 
hazardous boon. Had a probationary period of twenty 
or twenty-five years been assigned in lieu of the present 
limited terra of “apprentissage,” the incorrigible ciders 
of the present generation would have past away, and 
the infants of to-day, under a broad but simple system 
of education, might have attained to years of discre- 
tion, a very dissimilar race from their forefathers, and 
qualified to receive the blessing of which the latter 
were not found worthy. This system of education 
should have comprised practical agriculture, readme, 
writing, and the simpler rules of arithmetic, in addition 
to which the elements of morality, and the sublime 
precepts of Christianity, avoiding dubious aud thorny 
doctrines, should have been timely instilled into their 
minds. To the few, who might be desirous of an am- 
ple range through Miregions of knowledge, every fa- 
cility and cncourapSent should have been afforded. 
So powerful an incentive as the hope of rewards, 
should not have been omitted, and premiums, should 
have been awarded to excellence in the various depart- 
ments of instruction. 
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A small spot of ground might have been bestowed on 
each head of a family, which, under pain tof disgrace 
and forfeiture, he should be compelled to cultivate, 
and the institution of a horticultural society, similar to 
that of Calcutta, would have excited the industry and 
emulation of the negroes, and furbished the island 
with that in which it is at present deficient, a copious 
and excellent supply of fruits and vegetables. Indi- 
vidual enfranchisement should have been, as hereto- 
fore proposed, as the noblest compensation tor good 
conduct and desert on the part of the “ appreniis;'’ but 
it should, on all occasions, have been reserved as a 
reward for tried merit, and unequivocal propriety of 
behaviour, not, as has been too often the case, con- 
ferred in partiality, or caprice on the negative idfer*, or 
plausible knave. In order* to rescue this boon from 
abuse, and invest it with added importance and lustre, 
it might have been made resumahlc in those cases 
where the recipient, by his after conduct, should evi- 
dence that he had not been deserving of the layout. 


The unworthy “ affranchis” would then revert to his 
former state of C *apprciitissnge” and thus to his fellow- 
servants would have been afforded n signal illustration 
of the value and the sanctity of liberty. An analogous 
system has been pursued in our Australian colonics, iu 
the institution of the ticket-of-leave. This indulgence 
is granted to those prisoners, who conduct themselves 
for a certain period with regularity and propriety, as 
assigned servants and labourers. If their after con- 
duct as licket-of-lcave-mcn, gives satisfaction to their 
masters, after another term of probation, they arc re- 
commended to entire enfranchisement; but should their 
behaviour, on the contrary, manifest that they are 
unworthy of the indulgence bestowed upon them, they 
are reduced to the class of assigned convict#. This 


u 
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system has been 'attended with signally beneficial 
results in ^New South Wales” and a Van Dieman’s 
Land/' which induces me to thigh that a correspond- 
ing procedure in the distribution of enfranchisement 
to the “ apprentis ” of the “ Mauritius,” mighthave been 
fraught with t similarly favourable consequences. There 
are some, perhaps, who may be offended at my recom- 
mending a trait of the policy instituted for the trans- 
ported felons of England to the consideration of the 
legislators for the black population of the “ Mauritius.” 
Had they visited, as I have done, both countries, and 
compared, with unprejudiced eyes, the character of the 
“noirs” and the convicts, their opinions would, I 
think, have undergone no slight revulsion, and they 
might have been induced jiouht if the generality of 
the “Tasmanian” and “ Australian” prisoners (l except, 
of course, those double-distilled villains, those finished 
graduates in crime, who are absorbed by the iron 
gangs, or Port Arthur, and Norfolk Island, the penal 
settlements within the penal settlements,) were not, on 
the whole, more orderly and moral than the “ apprentis” 
of the “ Isle of France.” 

Supposing that a plan, similar to my hypothetical 
one, had been put in practice, and that it had not 
(which is certainly improbable) been attended with 
even partial success, it would have been, at least, a 
matter of consolation for our lawgivers, to reflect that 
they had adopted measures ostensibly calculated to 
produce the desired result, and that if as mortals “ they 
could not command success,” they had done more— 
“ deserved it.” 

May 5th. — After a tedious voyage of six weeks from 
the Saqd-kcads, and a night of irritating calm off 
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Round Island, a favourable though ’light breeze sprang 
up, and we made all sail for the harbour of Port Louis. 

The 44 Pouce,” 44 Fhtcrboth,” 44 Trois Mamraelles,” 
&c., being on this occasion divested of their usual 
cloudy drapery, we were at leisure to admire the bold 
and varied contour of the Mauritius mountains as pre- 
sented to the seaward spectator. The most indiscri- 
minativc observer cannot fail to be impressed with the 
individuality of the tout ensemble , though I cannot, 
Polonius like, detect the most distant resemblance to a 
Swan-Ccrne, the name conferred on it by its Lusitanian 
discoverers. Had it been called 4<r a camel,’* or 44 a 
weasel,” 6r 44 a whale/* its nomenclature would not 
have been a whit less appropriate. 1 am not ashamed 
to own that my cheek flushed perceptibly, and my pulso 
heightened its beat, when I was pointed out in succes- 
sion, while coasting along the 44 Poudre * IVOr” and 
‘ 4 Pamplemousse ” districts, the 44 Isle of Amber/’ 
44 Le cap de Malheur/’ and 44 Lc baie deTombeaux,” 
sites immortalized by 44 Ucrnardin St. Pierre’s ” ex- 
quisite romance, a fiction which is perused, in child- 
hood, with sensations of intense interest, and in maturer 
years with a mellowed pleasure. 

If our emotions arc less vivid in the latter than in the 
former instance, it is not that our taste has become 
more? chastened and refined, but that on us no more 

* The freshness of the heart can fall like dew 

that the “ trail of the serpent ” lies over feelings once 
green and fresh, and pure as lilies of the valley ; and 
that wc cannot, except by a violent effort, abstract 
ourselves from our wonted hum-drum, selfish, tare- 
and-tret existence, into that limpid, and uncorrupted 
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nature, in which t( Paul and Virginia ” were cradled and 
educated, and whither, in the guileless innoconseof our 
childish being, we were spontaneously transported. 
Nothing can exceed in luxuriant beauty, the prospect 
of this portion of the island, which, undulating with a 
gentle inclination to the base of the interior mountain 
ranges, displays the most exquisite variety of tints, in 
the rich amber of the sugar plantations, the light vcr. 
dure of the pasture, the dark green of the forest, and 
reveals, at intervals, smiling villas with their plcasuio 
grounds and factories, the swivel-shaped funnels of 
which latter, hov'ver, do not enhance the charms of 
the prospect except to the utilitarian. A sea of the. 
most transparent ultra-marine, frets itself against the 
coral reefs which nearly surround this island ol huni- 
cancs, and a pc, ily tin,, < foam is thus in'erposed 
between the sapphire waters and the emeuaid shore. 
In about two hours after receiving our pilot on board, 
we entered the harbour of Port Louis, a basin of toler- 
ably capacious size, with a nrmnv entrance, command- 
ed by two microscopic* foHs. It. was nearly sunset 
when I landed withmv eompagnous do voyage,” and 
the distractions of finding porter^ tor our baggage ami 
engaging quartets at (he h< jSotel du Masse,” left us 
little opportunity for survev ing the capital of the Isle 
of France. The number of negroes and^hc report of 
wdiips, approximating in loudness to pistol-shots, as 
the drivers urge their mule-drawn carts through the 
streets, — tlic number of well dressed women of every 
hue, from the alabaster throat of the pure creole, to 
the dusk midnight of *■ the ylhhiop’s car,”— the copi- 
ous sprinkling of Chinese, Aiabs, Paisces and Mala- 
barcse, with the indigenous population, the rude and 
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yet flimsy appearance of the woodea houses in which 
wooden planks, innocent of paint, lie horizontally one 
above the other, with their “junta” of nails, “noto- 
rious as the sun at noon day,” surmounted with shin* 
glcd roofs, and the “ Babel ” of tongues, in which the 
impure island “ patois” predominates, strike, distract, 
and bewilder the stranger* The proprietor of the 
inn at which we have established ourselves, lays him- 
self out, we understand, to please the English ; and, 
\vc bear, that this is unequivocally shewn by the pre- 
sence of a massive beefsteak daily at breakfast as well' 
as dinner, a dish which looks wonderfully out of its 
element amongst the “ bouillons ” and “ frirassles” 
with which it is encircled. Our fare this evening was 
tolerably good, the wine indifferent. Our chambers 
we lind close and confined after the spacious dormito- 
ries of the Chownnghee palaces. 

May (itli. — This morning, in company with— , I 
explored Port Louis. The wooded Poucc forms a 
fine back-ground to the town of Port Louis; but the 
hilly shoulders it projects seaward, exclude the greater 
portion of the city from all breezes but from the north, 
which here is the warm quarter, and this is the causo 
of the inordinate heat of Port Louis, the reverberation 
of a tiopical sun, being unmitigated by cooling winds. 
The very sea-breeze here is said to be relaxing, and 
wafts neither health nor freshness. On the hill to the 
right of Port Louis, as one stands with one’s face to 
the harbour, a citadel is erecting. It will have an 
imposing effect when finished, but the expense of the 
undertaking will, I understand, be very considerable, 
and its necessity bus yet to be demonstrated. The 
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private dwellings? as well as the shops, are principally 
constructed of wood. In the principal streets, how- 
ever, there are not a few brick Jiouses and some hand- 
some atone domiciles : the latter are neither shops or 
warehouses. The inferiority of the private dwellings 
is in no way re&eemed by the character of the public 
structures. The custom-house, the first edifice which 
meets, the eye on landing, is in no way distinguished 
from an ordinary store. The government-house, 
which next obtrudes itself to sight, is mean and insig- 
nificant-looking to a degree. The upper apartments 
open on a heavy wooden balcony, and the shape of 
the edifice, a quadrangle curtailed of one side, is at 
happy variance with every notion of utility or beauty, 
The Protestant church, formerly a powder-magazine, 
if shorn in its transformation of its appropriate and 
massive strength, preserves its original heaviness and 
nakedness of decoration. The Homan Catholic chapel 
is in better taste, simple, spacious, and consistent. 
The theatre, such as one would look for in an Eng- 
lish country town. The barracks, solid, roomy and 
commodious. The streets intersect each other at right 
angles, and the town is traversed by two or three rivu- 
lets, which a hurricane or unusual fall of rain, swells 
into considerable torrents. These arc spanned by 
plain wooden bridges. 

Water, that most inestimable of blessings in a hot 
climate, is here found in abundance, and of the purest 
quality. The shops seem well supplied, but the prices 
of most articles are exorbitant, and the tailor’s or 
linen draper’s apprentice, when he hands cassimcrcs 
or silk handkerchiefs fur your inspection, demeans 
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himself as if he were granting you a/eluctant favour. 
It would seem that the distinctions of social grades are 
merged in the prescription of colour, and that, in 
proportion as the pure whites of this island are scruptr* 
lous'in defining the nice varieties of Asiatic and African 
tints, they are remiss in preserving the broad limits of 
rank maintained in the monarchies and republics of 
Europe. Is this the result of the Revolution and the 
absurd doctrine of “ Egalitc,” or is it the consequence 
of the pride of colour ? Perhaps in proportion as the 
inhabitants of this island are punctiliously austere to 
all who have the slightest tint of Asiatic and African 
blood, they arc remissly indulgent to those who move 

• -4 

in an inferior grade and admit th*r claims to equality. 

May 7th. — Called this morning on Mr. , to whom 

I had brought a letter of introduction from Calcutta, 
and by whom 1 was cordially received* The interiors 
of the Port Louis houses, 1 may here remark, in no 
way harmonize with their unpromising external aspect. 
There is no lack of elegance and good keeping in the 
furniture, which is set olf by the tasteful French papers 
which cover the walls and the polished, fine-veined 
planks which compose the floor of the apartments. 

Dined this evening at the ordinary “ Hotel de Masse.” 
Met there two island proprietors, brothers, and by 
birth Germans. They arrived hero penniless adven- 
turers, some years ago, and by industry and prudence 
laid the basis of a large fortune. * Their sugar planta- 
tions in the “ Rempart” district brought them last year 
sixteen thousand pounds net profits. So turns For- 
tune’s wheel! After dinner we adjourned to the thea- 
tre. Had it been built iu the latitude of “ Archangel/’ 
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tie exclusion of fresh air could not have been more 
satisfactorily effected. To an Indian accustomed to 
live in natural or artificial currents of air, I need not 
suggest how calculated the state of the atmosphere 
was to detract from the pleasure of the performance* 
In other respects the accommodation is indifferent, the 
<( logos” are small, and the benches so narrow that it 
requires some dexterity to preserve one’s equipoise 
for any length of time. I witnessed the representation 
of three “ vaudevilles,” but owing to my distance from 
the stage, and the rapid enunciation of the interlocu- 
tors, I left the theatre, as imperfectly informed of the 
several plots as the calculating boy, who, in the hurri- 
cane of Othello’s jealous madness, could imperturba- 
bly count in suece^ion each word of cacti burning 
sentence, and render at the conclusion of the piece a 
faithful estimate of the sum total. A kindred spirit 
had he with the geographer, who traced the voyages 
of ^Eneas on the map, with his ** Mazo” before him ; 
but, as during the period embraced by the fourth hook, 
the hero was a “ detenue” at Carthage, and as during 
that comprized in the sixth, he was wandering over 
the chartless “ Styx” and the trackless “ Tartarus,” 
Imprudently omitted the moonlight tenderness of the 
former and the meridian splendour of the latter. 

May 9th. — This morning consulted i)r. Stewart. He 
recommends the “ Plaines de Wilhems” as the most 
salubrious district in the island. Port Louis is evi- 
dently the hottest and least healthy quarter; yet fevers 
and acute diseases are of rare occurrence, and the 
creoles, who are devotedly attached to their dear 
“ Maurice/’ consider the climate as faultless and even* 
peerless. Their generally temperate mode of living 
must contribute as much as the climate to the good 
health they enjoy. This evening, after an early dinner, 
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f 1 strolled to the suburbs of Port Eouis, arid saw the 
Mohurrurn celebrated with greater u eclat” than I had 
ever witnessed in India. I was astonished at the 
immense crowd, which poured out to view the cele** 
bration of this Mabomedan festival, and still more so 
at the large proportion of the better classes mingled 
with the mulatto and negro population. The spiri- 
tual pride of the Mahometan devotee^ was, I doubt 
not, a little gratified by the “ empressegaent” evinced 
by the French ladies, while the sacred turrets were 
performing their evolutions. An open grassy expanse 
of land, dividing PoVt Louis from the mountainous 
shfiulder to the east, was the site chosen for the 
“ fdte,” and the night was characterized by that min- 
gled brilliancy and softness which is unknown, save 
in tropical regions. On the whole the picturesque, 
though barbaric pomp of the procession, as viewed in 
the flickering glare of torchlight, the variety of colour 
and costume amongst the assembled spectators, the 
numerous groupes of handsome and well-dressed 
women, some walking, others standing* others sitting 
on the natural seats of busalt strewed* at the foot of 
the hill, the distant harbour, the nearer town, the over- 
hanging mountain touched by the silver moonlight, the 
tender azure of the sky, the soft balmy atmosphere, 
formed a combination indescribably novel, various, 
fascinating and alike congenial to the “ Allegro” and 
“ Penseroso” moods of the imaginative observer- 

May 12th. — Climbed this morning the citadel hill; 
from whence I had a good bird’s-eye view of the 
town, harbour, and the ft Pamplemousse” district. In 
Urn evening went to the theatre and witnessed the 
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^^presentation of ** Guillaume Tell/' and ** the Aotrice 
en voyage/' The forneir is a favorite opera with the 
French, and the singing was far above respectable. 
The orchestra is also very creditable, A Madame 
<f Hortense,” enacted the principal **role” in the lat* 
ter piece with much spirit. 

May 14th. — Essayed a pretty and secluded beach 
about a mile and half from Port Louis, in the hope of 
enjoying a bathe, but ray expectations were destined 
to be like 

" The snow-flake on the river, 

A momern white, then gone for ever/' 

I arrived on shore with arms and feet so lacerated 
by the insidious coral twigs and branches, that I was 
obliged to give up all thoughts of sea-bathing at Port 
Louis. If one leaves the shelter of the coral reefs, 
there are ravenous sharks on the look-out for freshly 
aliment, so that the unguarded swimmer may illustrate 
that trite line in “ the wisdom of nations:” 

*' Incicht in Sryllam, qui vult vnare Charybdim/’ 

Went in the afternoon and visited the Catholic bury- 
ing ground. The casarina, the cypress, and varieties 
of the pUftn family are interspersed amongst the tombs. 
At the head of tho graves are generally inserted cros- 
ses to which are suspended garlands, or rosettes of 
white ribbon ; vases filled with just-gathered flowers, 
and well-weeded beds of balsams, pinks, geraniums, 
myrtles, and roses, in the vicinity of other tombs, were 
pleasing illustrations of surviving affection, I observed, 
none of tho rankness and squalid neglect, so general 
in the cemeteries of India, nor was I revolted as in 
the bqryiugogrounds of Calcutta, by the sight of a score 
of ready-dug graves provided for a night of superero- 
gatory mortality and, “pour cncourager le^aatrcs/’ 
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the pesydt-faccd writers and cadet# just arrived from 
England. On the contrary, the salubrity of the island 
was attested by the advanced inscriptions on the tombs 
recording the age at which many of the tenants had 
been consigned to this city of the dead. While strol- 
ling through the cemetery, I accidentally was present 
at the burial of a young infant. I'he mother, and the 
sole mourner, a mulaltess, stood by the new-dug grave, 
into which four negroes had lowered the coffin of her 
child, and were refilling it with the loosened mould. 
I was affected at once by the absence of a religious 
ritual (the Roman Catholic service for the dead being 
altogether performed in the church, ind not, as with 
Us, reserving the latter, and exquisitely impressive por- 
tion for the closing scene, where dust is committed to 
dust, ashes to ashes,) and by the contrast, which the 
intense, absorbing sorrow of the bereaved mother pre- 
sented to the mechanical indifference of the negro 
grave-diggers. 

After the latter*had departed, the mourner remained 
lor some minutes, apparently stupified with woe, tlien 
with a convulsive start and shudder, she bung a wreath 
of white roses on the wooden cross, which had been 
planted at the head of the grave, and departed with 
slow and tottering steps, like Rachael, mourning for 
her child, and would not be comforted, because ho 

■f- 

was not. 

May 17th. — Went this eVeniug to a small party at 
the house of Monsieur — — ■*— . The daughters,, which 
is an unusual occurrence in an island, where now 
at least the “ Anglo mania’' is not prevalent, speak 
English with fluency and correctness. After tea, mu- 
sic, quadrilles, and waltzes occupied the evening, and 
I could not disguise from myself the ease, animation. 
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and " abandon ” tp the enjoyment of the moment, that 
are so rarely visible in the elaborate and crowded 
English assembly. I do not deny that the English aro> 
at times, accessible to ebullitions of gaiety and high 
spirits, but these are reliefs and contrasts to their or- 
dinary calm, and melancholy mood. Like the warm 
springs of Iceland, they sometimes astonish strangers 
by a "jet” of hilarity, and as subside to their former 
subterranean level ; whereas the gaiety of the French 
is constant, ceaseless, nnexhaustiblc, as the bubbling 
current from a living spring. How many of our well- 
born Englishmen preserve in the haunts of elegant 
dissipation the gait and the air congenial to the house 
of mourning; while the abrupt and forced gaiety of 
others terminates like the resolve of " Acres ” to stand 
his adversary’s fire, their artificial merriment, like his 
transient prowess, " oozing out at their fingers’ ends.” 

May 19th. — Spent the day with Mr. Ainslie, of Pam- 
plemousse. After breakfast visited the botanical gar- 
dens. Though manifestly neglected, the beauty and 
diversity of the trees, native as well as exotic, as also 
of the shrubs and parasitical plants, amply repay the 
visitor. These gardens are intersected by numerous 
unbrageous walks furnished at intervals with commo- 
dious seats, which render them a favourite holiday re- 
sort. I much regretted the absence of a savant to 

* * 

point out to me the various arborescent productions. 
Here I saw, for the first time, a specimen of the 
" travellers tree,” from whose stalk, after incision, a 
pure, refreshing fluid exudes. I also made a pilgrim- 
age to the "soi-disant” tombs of "Paul and Vir- 
ginia.” They are situated in the gardens of a Captain' 
Heyliger, distant about a quarter of a mile from Pam- 
plemousse church, and are altogether very tasteless 
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impositions. Yet “the magic of j* han$e” attracts 
many visitors to these fictitious monuments, and 
numerous English autographs, evidence the national 
predilection for indorsing distinguished relics. 

May 20th, — This morning in company with Mr. ~ 

and Mr# ascended the “ Ponce,” We found the 

journey more tedious and fatiguing than we had anti- 
cipated, the path being steep, strewed with rough, 
jagged stones, and, towards the summit, slippery from 
the copious night dews. From a natural terrace on 
the interior side of the mountain, and about five hun- 
dred feet from its peak, we enjoyed a superb view of 
the “Mocha,” “ Flac,” “ Plaines d%Wilhems,” and 
“ St. Pierre” districts, with the “ Corps de Garde,” 
“Lestrois Mammelles,” and other mountain groups. 
Unfortunately, before we could attain tho summit of 
the mountain, a drizzling rain came on, accompanied 
with a high gusty wind, which completely enveloped 
us in clouds, and deprived us of the magnificent pros- 
pect we had promised ourselves of the entire island 
and the surrounding expanse of blue ocean. The ele- 
vation of the Pouce above the sea level, is about 2,500 
feet. The copse in which we breakfasted, when resting 
from the fatigues of our ascent, was profusely sprink- 
led with gigantic ferns, orchuses and w ild raspberries — 
the latter in size and colour resembling those of Eng- 
land, but dovoid of the refreshing acid flavour, which 
distinguishes this fruit in the temperate zone. Went to 
the theatre in the evening, saw “ La Jeunc de MieF’ and 
“ L’Hospitalicrc.” Find that I can follow the actors 
in their several parts with fewer checks than formerly. 

May 23d. — Drove this morning with Mr. to the 

Plaines ;de Wilhcms, looked at and engaged a tolera- 
ble country house, at 25 piastres a month, attached to 
which is a garden, tank, and extensive shrubbemes. 
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Breakfasted with Mr. — — and Mrs. ■ at cc Beat! 
Segour.” The situation is charming; the grounds, 
owing to the circumstance of the son-in-law of the 
proprietor being an Englishman, have been laid out 
in the British mode* Before the house there is a 
well- clipped lawn interspersed with shrubs, flower- 
beds, and one or two sheets of water, whence the view 
roams unimpeded over a noble expanse of plain, 
mountain, and forest. I may here observe, that the 
French taste in gardening and ornamental shrubbery is 
f iine and artificial to a degree; it is precisely such 
as Charles the Second imported into England with the 
coiffeurs” and ruffles of the court of “ he Grand 
Monarquc;” rectangular walks, bordered with lilipu- 
tian canals, which irrigate docked bodges, and gene- 
rally before the principal entrance of the house, a 
scanty, four sided clearance, iu the centre of which 
a sun-dial girt with “roses cdouardes/’ marks the 
lapse of the hours. The labours of one woodman 
“between morn and dewy eve” would open a dozen 
super!) vistas of brown forest, golden cane, grey cliff 
and blue sea; but no, the “ habilans” preserve with 
a bigotted reverence the integrity of their unbrageous 
mango and citron avenues, and will not curtail of a 
bough the dragon-wood, and guava thickets which 
block the pure breezes from their dwellings, or fell 
>one almond tree, which showers its husks into their 
verandas. That exquisite stanza of Beattie's, 

** Oh how caust thou renounce the boundless store 
Of charms which nature to her votary yields?” 

*' * * * * * 

* * * * * * 

****** 

° Oh how canat thou renounce, and hope to be forgiven V* 
would seem downright rank raving to a Frenchman, 
so tptally incapable is he of comprehending, far less 
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of reoling, the beauties of “ nature’s naked loveliness.” 
That a Parisian should erect the artificial scenery of 
the theatre into a standard, by which to arbitrate on 
the fancy-free charms of a natural landscape, and 
complain that the mountain cataract, in its uncurbed 
majesty and terror, was repulsive and unnatural, be- 
cause it was not regulated by the laws, which directed 
tho gushings of the suburban " jet d'eau,” would be 
neither incongruous or nnnatural ; but that those born 
and educated amidst scenes of grandeur and softness, 
should remain unaffected by their sweet contagious 
influence, and gaze u with cold, unloving eyes on 

"t 

prospects, which would have extorted bravuras” of 
admiration from tfie fastidious blaze, apathetic “fpo* 
eocurante” of u Candide,” is as strange and inexpli- 
cable, as it is true; yet hardly inexplicable, if we 
make due allowance for the power exerted by con- 
ventional rules, and prescriptive prejudices, in re- 
pressing the suggestions of nature, and the tics of 
local associations. — Went this evening to the theatre ; 
the pieces were “ Les chansons de Bcrangcr” and a 
vaudeville, in which, the ridicule hinges on English 
sentimentality. The heroine of the latter piece is an 
English lady, dressed, of course, in a riding habit 
and beaver hat, (the French seem to be of opinion 
that our fair countrywomen pass the greater part of 
their lives in the saddle,) who babble* plaintively 
anent green fields, and purling streams, and 4f tho 
sweet south, stealing over a bank of violets,” and is 
ready to die away into the arms of every masculine 
stranger she encounters on her travels, whether he be 
a baronet, a linen-draper, or an ostler. (JThc acting 
was, on the wholefood. 
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May 25th.— Purchased a Java poney this morniiig* 
Poneys are generally recommended as preferable to, 
horses for the steep and stony island roads. The 
Cape supplies the 4< Mauritius” with horses, of which, 
the majorty have evidently done good service in their* 
native country, m,ore, at least, than they are likely to 
accomplish during their insular existence. The cli- 
mate is decidedly unfavourable to horses. Hundreds, 
are annually swept off by the farcy, and two out ot 
three are on an average unavailable at the same time. 
The mules and asses employed in the plantations are 
of a finer order, aiid, from their hardier constitution, 
are but slightly affected by the climate. They arc 
imported from the Cape, 4i La Belle franco," and Bue- 
nos Ayres. 

May 2t)th. — Called this morning on Monsieur . 

He is a scientific man and has but lately returned 
liom Bourbon, through which island he has been 
making, a tour, during the course of which he has 
visited the “ Salaze" mountains, and the mineral baths 
lately discovered there. To judge from the accounts 
given of these mineral waters in the “ Bourbon" and 

Mauritius" gazettes, and the wonderful cures they 
have effected, they should contain a “ panacea" for 
all diseases, aches, and pains that “ flesh is heir to." 
Monsieur has written a short account of his ex- 

cursion, which he has promised to send for my peru- 
sal. — .Walked this evening to the “ Champs de Mars." 
It is a small plain extending from the outskirts of 
Port Louis to the foot of the u Pouce," and is applied 
to the various purposes of a race-course, parade, 
cricket-ground, and “ prado." Of old it was the fa- 
vourite evening resort of the French “ haut mondc," 
but is now little frequented, except by children and 
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theirattendatots, .On bande veBings, V«iM£ '0Ht» 
of carnages^ awd ' buggtoh five ah\'aaim«tu>a A^tSfiS 4 
scene, bat wilha few exceptions tbeir intftAteii ae# 
English. As the play-ground of the European cMl-' 
dren the “Champs 4e Mats” possessed most interest 
Cm me, and here they may be seen* in the evening, 
walking, running and rolling on the grass, And that 
without peril from snake or noxious reptile of aujf 
kind, of all which, this island is as blissfully igno- 
rant, as 1 ' ■ ' • ■ ' • '•»> • 

* t 

^ u The first flower of the earth, first gam of the sea/’ - '* 

To a stranger from India, where the gpp between five 
and fifteen is almostas perfect as if the ** fee-faw-fum’* 
days of tbe ogres' were reacted in that sultry land*, 
it is a cheering sight to view boys qpd girls of all 
ages, “ disporting on the green,” though the generality, 
it must be confessed, have a delicate exotic appear- 
ance, which their parents would doubtless'gtadly bar- 
ter for the rude native robustness of those in ' 

“ The inviolate island of the sage and free.” 

May 37th. -n-Dined this evening with"—*—. Oar 
conversation was confined to insular topics. This 
gentleman arrived in the island soon after the con- 
quest, and has resided here ever since. The various 
political changes that have occurred during this period, 
are stored in, his memory, and be is well acquainted 
with the personal history of the principal French 
families. He spoke with warmth of the kindliness 
and cordiality that once existed between the French 
and English, and the social gaiety and blandness that 
fascinated and detained the traveller, who ultimately 
tore himself from this enchanting island with a re- 
luctance commensurate to that of " Rinaldo ” when 
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leaving the failed bower of “ Armida.” " He dwelt 
with regret fin the discussions at present too apparent 
between “Tflbjan and Tyrian,” the Intemperance and 
“acharnement” of the “ Jeremie” and “D’Epinay” 
factions, and, lastly, the licentiousness of the Port 
Louis press. Though blame in his idea seemed to 
attach to both parties,' far the larger portion rested at 
the door of the “Slave Protector General,” whoso 
strong prejudices, warm temper, and martial-severity, 
were ill calculated to allay, or conciliate theexcited, 
and, in their own opinion, .ill-treated planters, J?or 
myself, though conscious of no bias to either ' party, 

I think, that ignorant as they then were of the indem- 
nification to be granted in lien of their alienated slave- 
stock, with the menace of equalization suspended 
over their heads, and exasperated by the uncompro- 
mising and arbitrary proceedings of Mr., Jeremie, who 
bad imprisoned some of the most respectable of their 
body, the subsequent behaviour of the planters should 
not be too severely scrutinized,. They must have 
been more or less than men, had they, on that occasion, 
preserved a faultless, peaceful equanimity of conduct, 
and not been tempted to transgress the pale of polite- 
ness and the' barriers of the law. It is true that by 
Mr. Jercmie’s departure “ the head and front of the 
offending” has been removed, bat the germs of schism 
and party rancour have been too widely diffused to 
allow one to indulge the expectation that all traces of 
the past tumult will be speedily obliterated,-— not 
assuredly as long as the press is prostituted to party 
purposes, and continental politics, and subjects of 
general interest are altogether postponed to the petty 
interests, and rancorous politics of this little island. 
The courtesy that softens, the candour that elevates. 
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the sense of shame that in the absence of purer mo-' 
tires, moderates the fend of the European gazettes* 
are unrecognized by the > editors of 'the $ Mauritius” 
journals. The cleverest of these papers is conduct* 
ed, or at least prompted by Monsieur D’Epinay, a a 
acute and dexterous lawyer, who from his pre-emi- 
nence with his party, has obtained the “ soubriquet”" 
of King Adrian, and who is celebrated for giving the 
most “recherchds soirees ” in the island. As for 
the slaves, they seem anything but satisfied with , the 
new order of things. * The name of “ apprentis ” even 
is distasteful to some .of them. One carpenter, a 

skilful “ouvrier,” complained to Mr. — of 

slur that was thrown upon his mechanical reputatipp 
by being obliged to enter the ranks, of the “appren- 
tis.” A more solid cause of dissatisfaction is sup- 
plied to them in the severity of the penalties to which 
they are sentenced by the “ Judge Special,” if con- 
victed, penalties to which the chastisements inflicted 
by their masters were mere “ bagatelles,” and added 

to this there is4heir rooted dislike to iunovation 

* 

" Which makes them rather bear those ilU they have. 

Than fly to others that they know not of.” 

Well fed, well clothed, tended and medicined when 
sick, with a surplus, moreover, for the conveniences 
and luxuries of civilization, their state is preferable, 
how far preferable, physically, at least, to that of our 
labourers and operatives. If charity should begin at 
home, surely the hamlets of the country and the 
city’s squalid alleys, present ample scope for the 
labours of a Harmony, full of philanthropists, era 
they emSark on a north-west passage, or charter a 
vessel with speculative sympathies for “ Ternate and 
Tidore.” Wei® poetical justice done to some of onr 
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foi-distant philanthropists, could they fiiurmar at the 
sentence, dbich would transfer them' to Uie limbo 
described b^yar ftnmortal poet, to be whirled about 
in a ceaseless vortex with 

“ Eremitea and (iiars. 

White, black, »tu) grey, with all theiPbrumpery 1 ” 

or to the more indulgent decree, which would enrol 
them in the philosophical socitety of Sag ado, where, 
wfjBh the sage, 'whose notable intention ‘first ploughed 
the acorn-sowed field with a battalia of hoars, sows, 
arid their farrows of nine, and the rival academic who 
devote 1 himself to the more exquisite labour of cx 
trading sun-beams from cucumbers, they may ,,me 
for medals and fellowships. 

May 28th. — Head to-day M -’a “ Psquisse 

Bourbon,” which discovers him a man of ac' c, in- 
quiring, cultivated mind. Wh' 1 '' tracing the alterrn 
tions of strata, and the gradations of egetation on the* 
lofty Bourbon mountains, be has not been inattentive 
to the grand and glorious scenery in those seldom- 
visited regions. 1 give the following extract from his 
journal, on the subject of the ‘ Salaz£‘ Spa : — “ Ccs 
deux Messieurs etaient venus demandu eux laux un 
meillcur ctat de “saute” sur la fai d'autres buveurs, 
qai les avaicut devaneds; car dies commenced a 
faire du bruit pour les cures qu’.elles out operds ; et 
le Gouven. neat ayant jugd convcuable d*y' envoyer 
ane commission, a decide sur son rapport qu'uu 
etabfissement y serait organiad, pour y soumottre au 
traitement tWmalc nombre do valetudinaires, q«e 
lai envoie sans cease la colonie de Madagascar, des 
Ureterites, des Urethrites, dee hepatites, et snrtout 
des isplenites et Egastrites chroniques. Un livre, qui 
f»t,la mesnre preferee, donne pour resultat dans 
1'asalyse, 
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SUBSTANCES LIBRKS. 

£ ’ On. 

Acidc carbonique 1 250^ *» i* 250 

SUBSTANCES FIXES. 

Carbonate de sonde 0 500 

de magnesia.... 0 430 

de chaux 0 180 

— — — de fer . . . 0 20 

Jlydrodorate de sonde 0 7 

Sulphate dcgoude... 0 30 

Sill"*' 0 160 

r 0 23 

Lite ost iucolore. inodore, ct d’une sauveur acidule ; 
i! .git 'UDublcmint la temture d*> toarnewol ; 
ii lie' .. irrt T . v‘ii( die iuissc degager le gaz acidc 

i i quiet dos proprieties alcalines, ef 

)-»i. u peso, mic ii.atiorc Mancuatrc contcnant de la 
Siht et des carbonate de l’e» chaux, ct magnesia. 
La souice, msevcii son^ ui* atlcris.sement pon eletuln 
s’o, ,’ro dans le < o'jrant, et sur ia rivo droite, a des 
distances diverse*, par plu-K-..rs uranches, qu'il seroit 
facile de renuir on une soule conduiie, quj donnerait 
ecs eaax plus chaudcs et plus pures, car dans 1’etat 
present des infiltrations visibles y meltntic.s eaux de 
torrent. La priucipale branchoe inarquait 32 cent, 
une autre 28 centigrade, et unc treisumre, 21 cent 
la temperature atmosphcnrjue etait 14 cent. Jta matin, 
16 cent, en midi, cello de la riviere 15$ cent. Des 
vapeurs qui ne .vout pas jusqu au condenser s’ecbap- 
pentle matin par petite s bonffdcs, de Tangle inferieiir 
du bassin de la principal branche. A insiqjte do 
nombreuses bulles de gaz acide carbonique; qui 
abandonnent non settlement au fond de ce bassin, rnais 
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an kin sur les rocli„ers un depot considerable de sub- 
stances gall teusdt on dissolution. 

, * * 

Ce produit, qai est floconneux, a demi precipitee 

au fond da bassiu, ou'il reste mouvaut, facile a 
s’agiter, et a troubler la transparence de l’eau, quand 
on y touche et de oouleur isabelle ; il fait effervescen 
avec ies acides et se compose en presqup totality de 
sitke, el de tires petite proportion de carbonates de 
r.haux et de magnesia ; les sels qu’il forme conservent 
ia teinte orang6e do depot, conformement aux lois 
Generales de la‘crystalization. 11s sont amorphes, on 
en cristaux, suivant que le depot a ete lent on ac- 
celerd. La temperature commence de la Commune 
de Salaze, flotte darant 1’annec entre,10 et 30 cent et 
1’extraordinaire fecondite du sol en choux, fleurs, 
pommesde terres, navets, chaux, asperges, artichaux, 
et toute espece qnclconque de legumes d’une grossenr, 
quality quantit6 qai passe la vraiscmblance, les tigcs 
de cresson y atleigncnt six pieds de haut, et trois 
ponces d© civconterence. Les cafds, la vigue, les 
cereoles, y prosperent tous les fruits promettent d’y 
renissir, etl’avenir en espere des res sources des tous 
genres.” 

May 27th. — Migrated to rny new house in the “ Plaine 
de Wilhcms.” It is about six miles from Port Louis, 
and its altitude about 900 feet above the sea level. 
There is* a freshness and buoyancy in the atmos- 
phere here, which is denied to the Muscadins of the 
capital, and the thermometer at one p. M. stands seven 
degree® lower than i t did yesterday at Masse’s Hotel 
at the*same hoar. The garden and pleasure grounds 
evince, even in their present neglect, the taste of 
some former proprietor, and a flourishing oak, which 



THE MAURITIUS. 

projects its bougfls over the houSe-robf, l£e 

mildness of the climate. ► , 

A 

Mpy 28th. — This morning strojled through my 
extensive bat forlorn demesne, was enchanted with the 
beauty of the scenery in^the neighbourhood. A five 
minutes’ walk from my chateau through an avenue of 
Wild citrons,' and a narrow fringe of plantation* con- 
ducted me to the loveliest prospect it hue been my lot , 
to ga«e oi}, since many years ago I made one of a 
delightful party to the lakes of “ Kilanpey,” 

$ 

Never “ while memory holds her seat,” shall be 
effaced from my imagination the impression of deep. 
Vivid, overwhelming transport, which. I received When 
swept through a narrow chancel* that ainuated round 
a percipitous ledge <ef ro< k : the vision of the Upper 
lake, “like one entire and perfect chrysolite,” broke 
upon my sight. Poetry may lavish with a Cleopatra , 
prodigality, “her thoughts that breathe, and words 
that bum,” and painting may exhaust her lines gf 
beauty, and her Venetian hues but both will fail to 
convey adequate and perfect ideas of the contrasting 
jet harmonizing traits that characterize this peerless 
mountain-lake; those purple mountains in |heir ma- 
jestic hakedness ; the eyrie of the eagle, and the lair 
of the tempest ; those smiling green savannas revealed 
at the base of the abrupt and lotty hills, clothed with 
primeval forest, where the oak, the fir, the mountain 
ash, the holly, the beech, the elm, mingle their varied 
conformations, and many-tinted foliage ; the turbulent 
beauty of that headlong, foaming cataract, drowning 
iu its harsh thunder the overtures of the woodland 
songsters ; the clear, evetshaded rill, in whose fnirror 
at evening, the unbrageous antlers of the red deer may 
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b^yfeen recocted ;• tbe “spots of greenery ” which 
siSfd the dark besom of tbe lalce, each crowned with its 
tiara of Arbutus, from whose green foliage the snowy 
flower, and the crimson, strawberry-like fruit, peer in 
amir able rivalry; the romantic island, where the 
mpultlering cottage of the Hermit Ronayae “ imparts 
a hU&ah Interest to tile otherwise savage-scene ; the 
flowers, elsewhere the pride of gardens, and conserva- 
tories with which benignant nature has decked the 
guV't^ek and Verdan't tnrfin this fortunate region ; and 
labtly’the flute, and bugle notes, reverberated and re- 
peated by ten-voiced echo, the first, loud and sharp, 
the next lower and softer, till in the last sweet faint 
dying tones, one carr* scarcely resist the impression 
that some listening fairy orchestra, are prolonging the 
strain?; of the mortal musicians. * Shall I omit the lin- 
ing companions, and associates in the scene; some 
, endeared by the nearest ties of relationship, othew, 
tamituriaed by former intimacy, and all, of congenial 
and cultivated minds, and exquisitely susceptible of 
the beauties of nature ; Erin’s sons, frank. affectionate, 
intelligent, and polished; Erin’s daughters in their 
innate purity,” deep-seated tenderness, native grace, 
fearless gaiety, and freedom f rom tho slightest taint of 
prudery and affectation. Shall I pass over, those 
evening collations at picturesque “ Dinas” 01 classic 
** Mucrus,” where exercise and the pure, clastic air 
lent a zest to the roasted salmon, which three hours be- 
fore vitas slumbering in the cool depths of Glena Bay, 
the Kerry* mutton, and the Kerry grouse, nor where, 
amongst 1 foreign vintages was forgoltou the amber- 
coloured^ Poiteen,” the smoke of whose illicit, pa- 
rent distillery was to ten then curling up the side of 
eaa of these di&tanl u Magillicuddy reeks f' Shall I 
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ungratefully forget those fine, muscular, lake boatmen, 
one of whom might have sat in a Florentine “ studio” 
the model for a Hercules. 

** While yet Canova could create below ” 

the wild, imaginative, traditions, which, in the since- 
rity of faith, they imparted to us, of “ O’Donaghue" 
and the chieftains of other days, who have found “ a 
local habitation” in some cascade, or islet of the 
lakes, and the shrewdness, “ naive humour, and 
sprightly wit, which characterized their remarks upon 
this every-day working world,” To those scenes and 
to that era, I would be almost tempted to apply the 
forcible language of the “ Giaour,” adverting to his 
perished “ Leila 

** l die, but first 1 hfivc posse at ; 

And, come what may, 1 hare been blest." 

Bat to return from my Killarney digression, which 
will excuse me in my own eyes, and, I ttnst, in those 
of my readers' also (if I am ever destined to have any,) 
from the labour of another description. I must in 
candour allow, that if I was not charmed, nature at 
least was not to blame, and that I saw assembled at 
one “ «oup d’eil” the choicest combinations and con- 
trasts of mountain, glen, plain, precipice, sombre 
forest and smiling cane-fields, stream, cataract and 
sea, not to omit pretty “ chateaux” peeping from their 
embowering shades. I will also confess, that when sa- 
tiated with the beauties of the scene, I lay down on 
the green matted sward, and, looked first to the distant 
deep, on whose glassy surface two white sails lay mo- 
tionless, like “painted ships upon a painted ocean," 
and then turned to the blue sky over head, in which a 
hundred yards above me two of the snowy, ruddCr- 

H 
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tailed tropic birds were poising themselves, while a 
light zephyr fartned my brow, and the monotonous har- 
mony of a distant cascade soothed my ear. I felt, for 
a moment, at least, as if existence and enjoyment had 
been incorporated ! , 

•5f> 

May 30. — Went to-day on a visit to u Bassin” the 
property of Mr. — , one of the most extensive sugar 
manufactories In the island. The season will not set 
in for another month, so there was little to arrest my 
attention in the dormant steam engines, and untcnunl- 
ed factory, Mr. — — has invited# me to visit him in 
July or August, when the sugar-works, u apprentis,” 
mules, and machinery will be in full* activity. Accom- 
panied the proprietor and another visiter after break- 
fast, through the sugar plantations. 

We skirted one fine unbroken expanse of canc of 
about 300 acres, and it needed not the prejudiced eyes 
of the planter, to admire the luxuriant vigour of the 
crop. The canes being now in arrow, as it is called 
In the West Indies, the sturdy obesity of the stalks 
was relieved by the light grace of their flexile, feathery 
heads. Bordering the canes was a narrow-strip of 
arrow-root, and in an adjoining field, the manioc, or 
cassava, here known under the general term of pro- 
vision. The poisonous juipe being expressed, a 
wholesome and farinacious aliment is derived from the 
roots of the plant. Boasted in thin cakes the manioc, 
is a standard accompaniment to the breakfasts of the 
“habitans.” The quantum of provision supplied by 
one acre of cassava, disdains comparison with the 
proportion of nutriment furnished frofei the same area 
of potatoes ; and, according to the statements of the 
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Mauritius planters, must even exceed that ^applied 
by the plantain, (in Baron Hu rabbit's opinion, the 
most prolific of vegetable productions). The manioc* 
however, forms only a portion of the negroes rations* 
rice imported from Bengal, constituting their principal 
sustenance. From the cane-ficlds, we diverged to a 
small coffee plantation. The bushes are set in rows 
under the shade of mango, or other forest trees, to 
screen them from the fury of the hurriMnes, to whose 
ravages the spice trees formerly cultivated in this 
island, were equally obnoxious. The vast profits de- 
rived from cane of iate years, have capsed the culti- 
vation of both coffee and spices to be almost entirely 
abandoned, in spife of an eminently congenial soil and 
climate; and could the present price of sugar be 
guaranteed from falling another ten or fifteen years, 
Aladdin’s magic lamp would be a supererogatory wish 
for the proprietor of a large, unmortgaged Mauritius 
property. As it is, he regards with the most aci$te 
apprehensions, the impending meas§res of equaliza- 
tion of duties, and unreserved emancipation of the 
“ noirs,” *and during thelicight of the panic a twelve 
month since, a cautious capitalist might have pur- 
chased some of the finest properties in the island, at 
half their intrinsic value. I was much struck with 
the sleek, healthy, comfortable, appearance of the 

“ noirs” on Mr. -*s estate. On looking over a list 

of the male and female “ apprentis,” I was not a 
little amused by their “ r^herches ” nomenclature, 
“ Achille,” “ A nacharsis,” Antoninus Pius, “Gusta- 
vus Adolphus,” “ Semiramis,” “ Psydhe,” “Othafic,” 
“ Isidore,” &c. &c. As the citizens of Utopia evinced 
their contempt of the previous metals by employing 

h 2 
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-them or^y in the most vulgar household utensils, so 
the creoles of tfag, Mauritius and West Indies have, 
with emulating constancy, illustrated their deprecia- 
tion of time-honoured names and classic associations 
by linking them with this unfortunate and abject race, 
the ** servants of servants,” in the emphatical language 
of Scripture. In this, as in all similar perversions, 
there is something repugnant to the judgement, and the 
taste, and its'^findency, like that of parodies and tra- 
vesties, is to degrade the dignified and disfigure the 
lovely. 

May 31st.— Left Bassin in the afternoon for my 
place in the “ Plaine de Wilhenjs.” Ran through 
“Les derniers jours d’un condamme,” by Victor 
Hugo. It is an intensely powerful, but painful analy- 
sis of humanity in the most interesting situation in 
which it can be placed. We see a man, whose hours 
are numbered, who is doomed to expiate his crimes 
by an ignominious death, who in the silence and lone- 
liness of his call, sees in his mental vision the same 
dreary and perpetual vista closed by a greedy gibbett 
and a cold, cruel expectant crowd. 

Apprehension, anguish, and remorse, lend their 
mingled gloom to the “ briga contrada” of his brief 
future, save when flashes of deceitful hope momently 
checquer the lightless landscape with their transient 
brilliancy, to make his “ darkness visible” and sink 
him into a lower deep oOespair. His naked human 
heart is bared before u* to the pulsation of its mi- 
nutest fibres, and like the curious novice, who has 
been lately introduced into the dissecting-room, and 
in spite of blanching cheek, relaxing sinews, and 
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rebellious neryes, contemplates with a strange interest 
*the operations of the surgical veteran; so dp tre invo- 
luntarily and thrillingly watch the progress of this in- 
tellectual anatomist. None, but the prejudiced Can 
deny the genius, and the versatile powers of this 
writer. Now we have a cathedral described with the 
accurate knowledge, and elaborate curiousness of 
the antiquary ; then a dialogue withthe ease, anima- 
tion and fidelity of Scott; here . . sdpqjtff.in their un- 
chastiscd luxuriousness recalling the author of the 
“ Monk;” there touches of pathos, and passion* not 
unworthy of “ Burns;” or “ Byron.” As a specimen 
of the unmixed horrible, I know no., passage— not 
even the robbers’ hut scene in “ Count Fathom," ‘to 
surpass the fearful catastrophe of the priest of 
“ Notre Dame.” “ Victor Hugo’s" faults are quite as 
pronounced as his beauties. He has taken liberties 
with his native idiom, which in the eyes of purists, 
w'ould ever exclude him from a confraternity With 
“ Voltaire” and “ Montesquieu,” and “ Buffon and 
Rousseau ;" his humour is sometimes “ ricanant.” 
(I remember no sneering “ bon mots ” in the “ naive,” 
delightful tales of “ La Fontaine,”) in some of his 
high-wrought scenes, the preparatory foaming and 
lashing himself into excitement is too undisguised. 
We see not rarely the contortions of the sybil without 
her inspiration, and he will vainly 'seek to screen him- 
self from tho “ Caproean ” puriences of some of his 
descriptions, and the wanton, unmasked iiftpietics, 
which are scattered wUk no sparing hand through 
his pages. * 

June 4tb.— Rode into Port Louis and. established 
myself at “ Masse’s Hotel” for two or threp days. 
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dined with Mr, — , formerly an indigo planter of 
Bengal, ai$d now settled in Port Louis, the climate of^ 
which place he finds more congenial to his constitu- 
tion, after a residence of many years in the cast, than 
England, with its dreary November fogs, and high 
March winds. Went to the theatre in the evening. 
Sayr L'Espion Russe.” Few English as usual, but 
a throng of French with whom the theatre seems a 
positive " 

yt 

June 6th. — Met breakfasting at Masse’s a Mr. , 

a Bombay civilian, en route to the Cape. He had been 
living for nearly a year and a half in Asiatic Russia. 

It may be an Interesting point for those who purpose 
making the overland journey, by that less hackneyed 
route, to know that, if one travels as a gentleman, one 
must assume, if one has it not, some military rank, 

Mr. adopted the military grade corresponding 

to his standing as a civilian, wore a blue surtout and 
sash, with the appendages of sword and pistols, and 
had the satisfaction of seeing the guard turn out, at 
every town he arrived at, to do him the honours of a 
field officer. He, of course, took the precaution of 
expressing himself on the art of tactics with the most 
diplomatic reserve. 

Went in the evening to the theatre ; the pieces were 
La Maison do Coterie, and the opera of Zampa. I 
was much pleased with the latter performance: the 
situations are striking, the music grand, and the scenery 
attractive* There aT© sonm traits of analogy between 
the plot of Zampa and wit of Moliere’s Don Juan. 
Madame Maire, the heroine, sang with great taste and 
feeling. This and the Fra Diavolo are favourite operas 
with the French! and it is not uncommon to hear the 
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cegro lads in the streets, humming and whistling pas- 
sages from these admired performances. A taste for 
music, and a violent penchant for dancing,, pervade all 
classes in the Mauritius; from the fair creole, the 
syren of the city Soiree, to the African in the camp 
playing on the rude instruments of his country, and 
joining with his comrades in their wild, uncouth na- 
tional dance. The creole negroes, are infinitely 
superior in intelligence, address, and^itiiiwie for the 
luxuries and tastes of civilization, to the other 
branches of the sable family, regard the unsophisticated 
amusements of the continent born nojrs with the most 
supercilious contempt. Nothing but quadrilje#! and 
waltzes harmonize with their haut monde notions, to 
which flutes and violins arc, of course, indispensable 
accompaniments. The negresses dress most dispro- 
portionately to their means and rank in life : muslin 
gowns, gauze handkerchiefs, tortoise-shell combs, gold 
ear-rings, coral negligee*, enter into the list of ab- 
solute necessaries with the ladies of this class ; at least, 
all those who take a lead in the gay world. 

On the principle of extremes meeting, the relaxed 
morality of courts is more than rivalled by the unre- 
strained licentiousness of this class. 

The moro expensive articles of apparel and the bi- 
jouterie, without exception, aro the presents of the ca- 
valiere serveute of the month or the day, for mobility 
is a conspicuous feature in their attachments. 

The passion of jealously, so strongly developed In 
the moral organization oOhe Hindoo, and to which 
five out of ten of the murdwv perpetrated in the Dooab 
and llohilcund may be traced, would be regarded in 
the Mauritius ndir as a. “1 us us naturae.” 

, " I think the see, when the; were horn. 

Drew all sucli luummrs from them** 1 
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If Titus istlic favoured gallant of Berenice, Adrian^ 
the husband of Berenice, is the cher ami of Diana, ttje 
spouse <jf Titus; so, to mate use of a favourite expres- 
sion which they apply to a diversity of situations, they 
are all quits. As the most shameless profligacy, on 
the part of. the negress, detracts in no degree from her 
consideration with her female acquaintances, so the 
m'Ost notorjoust^ishonesty on the part of the negro 
docs not lower him a whit in the estimation of his 
comrades. 

In spile of the utmost vigilance of the police, re- 
ceiving houses arc numerous at Port Louis and Muhe- 
bourg, and there are few householders who have not 
to rue the dishonesty of their trusted domestics. 

Casually, indeed, they evince a premeditation, saga- 
city, and adroitness in their Cacus exploits, that would 
not discredit the pushed shop-lifters and burglars of 
London and Paris, and might win respect from Vidocq 
tHat Napoleon of thief-takers. But I will pursue 
so repulsive a picture no farther. To ascend to a 
higher grade, those who arc known under the generic 
term of mulattos; physically speaking, more parti- 
cularly the women, they possess a decided superiority 
over the half-castes of India. Amongst this class there 
is no natural deficiency of intellect, and every oppor- 
tunity is afforded them of acquiring proficiency in the 
j^ain and useful departments of knowledge, at the nu- 
merous schools established at port Louis. Amongst 
the shop-keepers of the QQptiza family, I have inva- 
riably observed a civility, and even a polish of man- 
ner, which are rarely found amongst the European or 
pure creole tradesmen. They evince, hotvever, more 
or less, the indbleuce wbich is generated by a warm 
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^oluptuoufcclimate, end an insular nerrewhOSS 0 Midi, 
which is unmoved by subjects of foreign And tmtaMI 
interest, and to which the state of 'file eugarmalkel 
and the petty conflicts of their compatriot politicians, 
afford a sufficient aad ample arena. 

a 

* If their morals are far from immaculate, allowance 
should be made, not only for the $r$»*of example, in 
those above as well as those below tifiha, but also for 
the sleepless consciousness of being regarded in some 
degree as an inferior mongrel race by the pare white 
creoles, and the consequent sentiment of self-degra- 
dation to which that consciousness will almost invari- 
ably give birth. For myself I do not think that moraj 
lists have sofficiently insisted on the injurious and 
fatal results to individuals of an nndnly low estima- 
tion of themselves. The force of precept, the subtlety 
of analysis, (he illustration of example, have been 
successively taxed to expose thAragic issues of 
auger, jealousy, the lust of praise, and pride, that sip 
of angelic natures ; yet, were the forbidding progress 
of many hardened profligates and deep-died criminals 
traced t* their primal source, it would, I thinfc, be 
discovered, that the first cause of their ruin was npt 
the undue preponderance of revenge, cruelty, avarice, 
or any other of the great passions, but simply an un- 
worthy, and degraded estimate of their individual na- 
ture. They set out iu life with a careless irreverence 
for their own reputation, a distrust in their innate 
moral energies, and a morbid belief that they are so 
ntterly insignificant in the sight of God and their fel- 
low-creatures, that it matters little of what complexion 
is the spirit Of their dream. They are thus open to 
the approaches of temptation to which they speedily 
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succumb witboutprcsenting even the ineffectual resist- 
ance which the good but feeble Blanc of Voltaire does 
to the dtutilier evil genius, Ebene. Imperceptibly they 
graduate from follies to vices, and from vices to crimes; 
till, too late discovering that returning were as tedious 
as going oft, they pursue their downward career with a 
blind, wilful desperation, till roused too late by the 
tardy trumpet-nptes of conscience, to them, perchance, 

" joggling fiend, that never spake before, 

And cried , 4 1 warned thee’ when the deed is o’er/' 

But to return to the mulattos. In spite of the late 
influx into the island of revolutionary sentiments, the 
prejudices against this class have abated little of Ihfiir 
pristine violence. The stain of illegitimacy and the 
obloquy which attaches, in a greater or less degree, 
to the mixed offspring of the white and the sable, the 
civilized and the savage, will account for a part, but 
not the whole o^phis deep and seemingly ineradica- 
ble prepossession ; but its larger and weightier pro- 
portion must be referred to the iron-hand of slaverv. 
The knowledge that such a person’s father or grand- 
father, one ot three hundred head on such an estate, 
died a master’s lash with his blood, it is this that has 
placed so wide a gxilph of contempt and dislike be- 
tween the whites and the mestizas. 

By a singular accident or oversight at a public 
assembly given last winter in Port Louis, a young 
man, who had a slight transfusion of African blood in 
his veins, so slight, however, that it would uot. have 
been perceptible to any but those acquainted with his 
genealogy, was accepted as a partner in a contrc 
danse and waltz by a young French lady of Port 
Louis. He was, front all that I could discover, good- 
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looking, well-educated and well-nfami&rod' and 
young lady probably left the ball room with a tolera- 
bly favourable opinion of her unknown partner. Her 
blissful ignorance was soon, however, dispelled, by 
the appearance of a dear intimate, wfco, doubtless from 
motives of the tenderest consideration, revealed to 
her the blasting fact, that her agreeable partner on 
that never-to-be-forgotten night, was a " m estiva.” 

* 7 . fc 

As may be anticipated, the young lady Went into 
hysterics, and first the family and then the family 
doctor were called in, various remedies were admi- 
nistered with little effect ; and the ^commiseration of 
her relations, who felt that they had contracted a 
collateral stain from their kinsmaids involuntary errOr, 
was in no degree calculated to 'sooth© her wounded 
feelings. For four or five days, she would taste no 
solid food, but wept, and sobbed, and raved, and 
wished that she had never been born, and in short, 
rehearsed to the life the rule of Jephtha’s daughter. 

The mulatteesses arc remarkable as a race for their 
fine physical proportions. Their features are often 
handsome, and they have generally good eyes, teeth, 
and hair; the smallness of their feet and ancles are pro- 
verbial. Their gait is superb, and may challenge 
comparison with that of, 

“ The Andalusian girl from mass returning.” 

To not a few of them will the portrait of Crcssida 
apply : 

11 There's language in her eyes, her cheek, her lips. 

Kay, her foot speaks: her wanton spirits look out’ 

At every joint and motion of her body/' 

Austere virtue, it may be presumed, is not one of their 
prevailing characteristics. The sport of circumstances, 

' J 2 



A JOURNAL OP 


and the vietimsof prejudice, theyview a liaison with a 
$}«bo as infinitely more reputable than a marriage 
with one of their own class. It would, at the same 
time, be injustice to deny that they regard such an 
engagement as afcnost tantamount to marriage, and, 
with a fev^exceptionR, manifest a fidelity in these illicit 
attachments, which would not discredit the votaries of 
hymen. A tranquillity and external decency reign at 
night in the capital of the Mauritius, unaccountable to 
those who have heard so much of creole immorality; 
anfi the groups and scenes, which disgrace the cities 
of England , are unknown and unwitnessed in Port 
Louts* Whether ‘‘vice by losing all its grossness 
loses half its evil," is an argument Which I leave to be 
contested by the admirers and adversaries of Mr. 
Burke, it would have been a subject admirably adapt' 
ed for the acute analyzing, dispassionate Baylo the 
y&peXnyept r«c of Polemics, who assembles so ma- 
ny, and equally weighty demonstrations on the anta- 
gonist sides of the question, that he leaves his bewil- 
dered reader in a situation analogous to that of the 
schoolman’s ass, and with an equal likelihood of 
making a speedy decision. 

June 15th. — The last week has been spent in the 
Plaine de Wilhems, and chiefiy occupied by visits to 
the neighbouring planters and landed proprietors. I 
Observe a marked difference in the demeanour and 
manners of the planters, who are generally old men, 
or who have, at least, begun to descend the inclined 
plane of life, and the young merchants and avocats of 
Port Louis. The former have the courtesy, polish, 
and slightly measured ceremonials of Um old school, 
relieved by an indigenous creole cordiality, and what- 
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ever be their private opinions on polities, they#»bstain 
from breaking; out in invective agaia#t«<‘ the authorities 
that be,” and the British legislators who have. originat- 
ed some of the late unpopular enactments. The Jeu- 
nes Gens of Port Louis, on the contrary,, are rather 
distinguished for an obtrusive brasquerie of manner, 
unmeasured abuse of the present constituted order of 
tilings, and the English lawgivers, and by an ill-dis- 
guised antipathy against the Anglais in general. I re- 
marked, moreover, a contented and domestic air in the 
menage of the habitants’ bouses which is not apparent 
in the city; a home character winch from the force of 
national prepossessions, I was scarcely prepared to 
find in a Froneh family. * 

§ 

It is impossible, too, to disguise from oneself, that 
the truly polite French possess the happy art of making 
their guest instantaneously at home, of at once putting 
the most diffident of morning visitors perfectly at ease. 
This is the result of their tact, their “ bon honmie 
(I am.unable to find an exact synouime for this quality 
in our language) and the graceful facility with which 
they render voice, manner, gestures, and intellectual 
powers, all subsidiary to pleasing the social compa- 
nion of the hour. It is this, that constitutes the most 
important department in the Scavoir vivre, and there 
is little room for surprise in the fact, that they should 
excel us in a branch of study, which, as a nation, we 
comparatively neglect. But in the name of good sense 
and candour, let us vindicate ourselves from the 
charges of rudeness and incivility, by an honester and 
less qucstknable mode than that of recrimination; 
nor lot us, Tjy a cynical perversion of language, make 
the “ politesse ” of our neighbours synonimons with 
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insincerity. insmfceritv ! and is there toss intrinsic in- 
sincerity in the salons of London than of Paris ? That 
it is leas effective in the former than in the latter, I 
admit, inasmuch as the gay, mobile and plastic cha- 
racter of the Gaul, supplies a happier materiel for the 
actor than the grave, monotonous, unimpressible na- 
ture ofthe Briton. By the faithful imitation of the one, 
we may be temporarily deluded, but thie absence of 
vraisemblance|^ the representation of the other, will 
seldom excuse our self-deception. But who, in good 
earnest, arc the victims of such deception ? None but the 
incorrigibly credulous, and— “few and far between”— 
some rare specimens of Sabine innocence. I confess 
that I have no sympathy to lavish on the man who, 
won by a pleasing face, insinuating manners, and a 
few warm expressions of predilection, instantaneously 
erects the altar of an ideal friendship, which, when 
afterwards desecrated by the forgetfulness or neglect 
of his fancied Pirithous, he devotes to the avenging 
Nemesis, and like another Timon, “ flies from while 
he hates mankind.” Without subscribing to the heart- 
less and withering axionj^ of Hobbes, that “ words are 
the counters of wise men, but the coin of fools,” let us 
estimate conventional phraseology at its current va- 
lue, let us remember that there are many facts and 
opinions, which (as society is at present constituted) 
require the disguise of a more or less opaque drapery: 
let us peruse once more that elegant, and useful tale 
of Madame de Genlis, “ The Palace of Truth,” and 
let us regard with an indulgent forbearance “ le monde 
comine il va” 

June 19th. — Receifed a visit this morning from 
Monsieur — ». He is an elderly gentlemMi, with the 
manners of the u vieille cour,” much native intelli- 
gence, and united to a quick discriminative taste, a 
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memory stocked with the best portion- of the best 
French authors of the “ seventeenth ” and “"eight- 
teenth ” centuries. What I was glud to observe in 
him was, that he was no sectarian in literature,; do 
bigotted worshipper of one or two great geniuses, 
who, that the idols of his adoration might enjoy a 
triumphal procession, would consent that all the rest 
of the “ immortal baud ” should be dragged at their 
chariot- wheels, or at least like the harassed kings of 
Sesostris, should draw their car in a servile ovation. 

Monsieur could admire the sublime traits and 

thrilling declamation of Corneille, and yet, after some 
little hesitation, confer the plan on r his rival Racine 
for his superior excellence in the Wramatic consistent 
individuality of his characters, his exquisite pathos, 
his rhythmical harmouy, and his magical mastery of 
language ; nor did his intense admiration of Iphigenie, 
Alithridute, and Athalie, blind him to the peculiar 
and more unfettered beauties of the author of “ Ma- 
homet and Zaire.” In doing full justice to the massive 
good sense, acute descrimination, graphic terseness 

¥ y 

and pungent satire of Boiteau v he did not' bigottedly 
adopt his strong prejudices, nor echo the burthen of 
the “ Della Cruscan ” choir against the injured author 
of the “ Jerusalem delivered;’’ and, while evincing an 
enthusiastic attachment for the sagacious, witty, play- 
ful, tender, naive La Fontaine, he whose province 
peculiarly it was, 

*• To snatch a grace beyond the reach of art,” 

lie would dwell with a more subdued pleasure upon 
the pointed pleasantries and graceful bnoyant-wit 
of the elegant but less natural Fontenelle. 

Ho had evidently a quicker discernment for beau- 
ties than for fhults, and his taste, as evidenced by the 
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^ Of '--Scottish strength ia f tie modem <||ky,” 

AO he, when contrasting the age of his country's “ In- 
tellectual Titans,” with French l$er*ture, 
feelingly lamented the decline of taste, and th» dearth 
ot genius. A few illustrious names, De LaMartine, 
Beranger, and Chateaubriand, he would separate from 
their cotcmporariqp ; as for the rest, ^they . might 
share the fate of Don Quixote’s condemned fdiiirary. 
He allowed that Victor Hugo had extraordinary in- 
tellectual powers ; but said, he could not fb%ive him 
his misapplication of those powers, and he estimated 
at a very moderate price the vaunted and popular pro- 
ductions of Pigault Le Baun, and the pure Paul de 
Koch. He. was at a loss, whether these writers had 
been most successful in undermining their country- 
men’s morality, or vitiating their country’s idiom- As 
for his politics, they seemed to he those of an enlight- 
ened man, anxious for the diffusion of education and 
virtue ; but no believer in the demagogue doctrine of 
Egalite, and with an imagination uninflamed by anti- 
cipations of a moral Millenium. He looked forward 
with distrust and misgiving to the impaadiug measure 
Of slaver emancipation, a new state for which be sin- 
cerely thought the “ noirs” were not yet fitted, either 
morally or mentally. It was easy, to say to the slave, 
“ be free but it was another thing to ehdpr him with 
the knowledge* the sobriety, the prudence* to make a 
right use e€ the precious' privilege. Headvertcd to 
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the present “ affranchis,” 'notoriously the most worth- 
less, idle, and dissipated of the black population in 
the island. “ Was it fitting be observed e€ that men, 
with the understandings of children, and the vices of 
convicts, habituated and moulded to a state of depen- 
dence and subjection, should be abruptly admitted to 
the rights of citizenship, and the boon of uncontrolled 
freedom?” As Monsieur had himself, but lately filled the 
office of a “judge special,” or slave protector, his 
opinion is entitled to more than common consideration, 

June 24th. — During my ride to Port Louis this morn- 
ing, met a number of Indian convicts repairing 
the “ Plaine de Wilhems’ ” road. A large majority 
amongst them are«sepoys, and though they have no- 
thing to complain of on the score of food or clothing, 
and are compelled to admit (he salubrity of the island, 
air and water, they retain their patriolic predilections 
in their original force, and unceasingly yearn for the 
arid, dusty, dooab ; or the rank, luxuriant paddy-fields 
of Bengal. They are delighted to meet with any one 
who can speak to them in their native language. 

The road on which they were employed, the princi- 
pal one in the Mauritius, connecting as it does Port 
Louis and Mahebourg, is highly creditable to their 
exertions. Material is profusely supplied them in 
the masses of basalt, which here protrude from the 
soil in all directions, and broken into minute fragments, 
are bound together into a smooth solid mass by the 
transit of carts and carriages. The tropical rains 
here, moreover, are neither of sufficient violence or 
duration to impair, as in India, the labours of the dry 
season. — Dined at Mr. . While dressing, after din- 

ner, to spend the evening with a French family, I was 
half-angry and half-amused with the fluent familiarity 
of one of Mr. ’s creole blacks. He was assisting 

K 
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me in my and having somehow or other 

ascertained whither 1 was going, addressed me in the 
following words : — Ah ! Monsieur, vousce n’avezpas 
vu encore Mademoiselle — mais vous la verrezsoir. Kile 
est fcres jolie, bien mise, bicn spiriluelle, je vous assure, 
elle joue sur la harpe a mefveille, elle chante comme 
un ange. Ah ! Monsieur (and here he bowed sentimen- 
tally) Vest une demoiselle tout a fait charmante.” I 
felt half inclined to knock the fellow down for his 
easy impudence ; but it was impossible to resist the 
half-serious, half-comic expression of his countenance, 
and I found relief in a burst of laughter. Here I may 
remark, that Eveille (and the name was singularly ap- 
propriate,) was unusually intelligent and adroit, and 
prided himself on speaking French with tolerable 
purity. He avoided the atrocities of D'ou vouz 
venez V' and “ ces zens la,” and the other perversions 
of grammar, and pronunciation common in the patois 
of the noiis, and I doubt not that if education and 
fortune had been equally benignant to him, a* the 
“ Scapins and Mascaniles’’ of the immortal Moliore, 
Ik would have shared with those great m*n the lau- 
rels of successful finesse, and sublime roguery. 

July oth. — Started this morning in company with 

Mi* , on an excursion through the eastern and 

southern portions of the island. 

We had provided ourselves with letters of introduc- 
tion to the French 4 habitans” on our route. Having 
dispatched our giooms with our “malles” at day- break 

to Monsieur G , in the St. Pierre district, our 

quarters tor the night, vve left my house in the plain of 
Williams, about seven o’clock, and, after three quar. 
ters of an hour's rapid riding through a drizzling Scotch 
mist, arrived at the residence of Mr. May, of Palma, 
who received us with the proverbial hospitality of a 
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Mauritius planter. He is proprietor extensive 

sugar-state, and in the coffee- growing days of the 
island, the fame of the Palma berry had penetrated to 
the London market. Mr. May pointed out to me a 
strip of sugar-plantation, which had been laid under 
cane for fifty consecutive years ; and, if the appearance 
of the crop was not so floridly exuberant as in some 
other plantations, still there were no symptoms of ex- 
haustion, or even delicacy, so vast are the resources 
of this volcanic soil. About noon we resumed our 
journey, and after a leisurely ride of about four hours 
through a rich and smiling district, we arrived at the 
picturesque seat of Monsieur Geneve. The precincts of 
the house display a culture and luxuriancy of bloom, 
which are rarely apparent in the vicinity of a crebie 
habitation ; the site is exquisite, and would equally 
befit a Grecian temple, a Gothic abbey, or the elegant 
and composite mansion of an English nobleman. At a 
short distance to the rear of the house, a wooded hilt 
abruptly rises, which affords a favourite covert the 
island deer. 

Over the hill, and stretching to the southward, a 
noble mountain range extends; its eminences on the 
present occasion being masked with dun clouds, while 
a c lear and sinuous river traverses the, grounds, cm- 
houohing into the sea near a small military station a 
mile and a half distant. An avenue of superb tama- 
rind-trees, nearly three quarters of a mile in extent, 
composes the finest natural vista I have ever seen, and 
a perfect wilderness of Bengal citron and lemon-trees, 
about twenty acres in extent, carries one i^Pimagina- 
tion to the land of “ Wilhcm-Meister.’* 

“ Know ye the land whuc the lemon trees bloom 1 

Whore the gold orange glows through the thicket's deep gloom 1 ' 

Monsieur Geneve was Irom home, but we were 
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cordially wel^P&ed by his son, who is settled with his 
wife and family on his father's estate. It is not uncom- 
mon, I hear, in this island, for three or four sons, or 
sons-in-law, with their wives and families, to inhabit 
each their separate pavilion, on the old people’s estate, 
meeting at breakfast and dinner round the family 
board. With whatever inconveniences this custom 
may be fraught, there is something patriarchal about it, 
which speaks volumes for the amiability and forbear- 
ance of the French creoles, as it rarely, if ever, gives 
1 irth to mean jealousies and disgraceful dissensions. 
Vet I should be loath to recommend such an example 
for imitation to my countrymen. Their inflexible pre- 
judices, their unductilc manners, their very virtues 
carried to excess, their reserve, their love of privacy 
and exclusion, their exacting spirit of independence, 
their pride reluctant to incur obligations, even from the 
nearest and dearest, present aiul will present till the 
individualities of naiioual character have been smooth- 
ed down on the grinding stone of cosmopolitism, es- 
sential and durable objections to the expediency of an 
ideutical arrangement. Young Geneve (a rare instance 
in a Mauritius creole, who gcncrically is the most 
uninquisitive and unlocomotive of the sons of Eve,) 
has been a wanderer through many lands. When a 
young man, in company will* two or three other com- 
patriots, he received a commission from Lord Hast- 
ings in India, a return to some of the chief inhabitants 
of the island for civilities and hospitalities received by 
the Marquess en route to Calcutta. Soon tiring of the 
army, h^ook to the sea, and, after various cruisings 
in the bay of Bengal and the Persian gulf, and the 
seas that wash Ternate and Tidore, he settled 
down as an indigo planter in Bengal. In conse- 
quence, however, of the inordinate predominance of 



tuk Mauritius. C9 

inundations, and sickly markets, over billnper seasons, 
he abandoned this uncertain profession, and, after a 
varied and adventurous career, has subsided into the 
settled habits and monotonous occupations of a creole 
habitant. With the sun-burnt features and somewhat of 
the blunt address of a sailor, be unites much natural 
intelligence, and a fair proficiency in English. An 
officer from the corps stationed at Flac, made an ad- 
dition^ the dinner party, which consisted, besides my 
compagnon de voyage and myself, of young Geneve, 
his wife, and sister-in-law. Col. — is a man of pleas- 
ing manners and an ardent sportsman. He gives me 
rather a favourable account of the Gibier in this district, 
Partridge, quail, wild guinea-fowl, and hares/ are pretty 
numerous, but good dogs are absolutely indispensable, 
and the wooded broken character of the country is 
unfavourable to the final returns of the day. Monsieur 
Geneve informed me, that deer were numerous in the 
adjoining woods, but theie is nothing very “ entrain- 
ant” in his description of the mode of this island sport. 
The noils rouse the game, and endeavour to drive it 
to particular points where the sportsmen are stationed ; 
but such is the glorious uncertainty of the sport, owing 
to the inequalities of surface, and the denseness of the 
coverts, that the sanguine novice, after preserving 
“from noon to dewy eve” the immobility of a sentinel 
at hifc post, is sometimes compelled to retire bootless 
home, without having even heard the rustling of an 
antler in the parasite, matted thicket. 

July Gth. — This morning we left Monsieur Geneve's 
after breakfast, and pursued our route through the 
romantic St. Pierre district. It is in this district, on 
the banks of the Reviere Noir, that “ Paul and Vir- 
ginia” interceded for the unfortunate negress with her 
cruel master. The distance hither from their mountain 
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“ region an# hack again, which is accomplished 
in one day, can be little short ol‘ sixty miles, a feat 
much more consonant with the pedestrian reputation 
of Captaius Ross and Barclay, than that of two fairy 
creole children. .Such a geographical inaccuracy, how- 
ever, will elicit no harsh comment from those who 
are capable of appreciating the singular merits of the 
eloquent and pathetic St. Pierre. As, if I may dare 
to compare the weeping willow with the giant^Druid 
Oak, our admiration for the author of “ Falstaff/’ 
e * Imogen,” “ lago,” and “ Ariel, ” loses not one gloss 
of its vividness, from the consciousness that he has 
annihilated space to make two lovers happy, and 
transported ‘ Bohemia" to the margin of the “ Ocean 
stream,” After journeying southward for about two 
hours, we deviated from the route to the “Morne” 
to visit the celebrated falls of the <k Chamarellu.” A 
tedious and gradual corkscrew ascent brought us 
at length to the eampagne of a Monsieur Seberc, 
distant about half a mile from the “veliuo” of the 
f * Mauritius.” He was fortunately at homc^ and 
volunteered to be our “ cicerone” on the occasion. 1 
despair of being able to convey a faithful picture 
of the superb scene that opened on our view, when 
emerging from a low coppice, we found ourselves 
on the brim of the table-land from which the “ Cha- 
marelle ” precipitates itself. An ancient rock-rooted 
tree, drooping over the lip of the cataract, afforded us 
a dizzy footing, and enabled us to trace the waterfall 
in its headlong descent of nearly live hundred feet, 
into the wildest and most romantic of volcanic glens/ 
The mountain stream quits the summit of the cliff 
in two distinct sheets of water, which unite about 
half way down the descent, and the cloud of in- 
cense-like spray created by the rebound of the torrent 
from the chasm into which it is flung, formed, 
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during our visit, the base of a niany-coloured iris, 

Like hope ttpon a death -bed, and, utiworn 
H It steady diet ; while all round is torn 
By the dibtracSkd waters, bears serene 
Its brilliant hues with all their beams unshorn : 

Resembling, mid the torture of thp scene, 

Lave watching madness with unalterable mien.” 

From the deep, clear basin into which the mountain 
stream is precipitated, it pursues its course, now witl/ 
a gradual, tranquil majesty, now with a petulant, noisy 
vehemence 

" Crested with tanny foam 
Like the nake of a cliesnut steed . ' r 

The abrupt sides of the valley, which impend over 
the Chamarclle, arc clothed with the luxuriant forest is 
of the tropics, whose dark and dense foliage is relieved 
by the light verdure of innumerable lianas, which link 
shaft to shaft with their natural and graceful tapestry. 
The-table land, from which the^tream takes its source, 
is girdled on all sides by the superior portions of moun- 
tain groups, being itself above 1,500 feet above the sea 
level; and there is neither smol^, nor cottage, nor 
domestic herds, ripening crops, nor cultivation to remind 
one of man’s presence, or suggest an association dis- 
cordant with the individual, isolated beauty, the solemn 
yet not savage sublimity of this peerless cataract. It 
is a scene worthy of the pencil of Salvator, and needed 
but a few Tuscan columns gleaming from the lurid 
shade on the skirts of the valley, or a group of swarthy 
bandits in the security of sylvan recreation, to have 
assimilated it to the noblest ideal that ever glowed on 
his animated canvas. Some exquisite “ points devtie ” 
were presented to us, as, descending the mountain, we 
turned our eyes from the shaggy mountains and glens of 
the interior to the more open country gently sloping to 
thesea-shore^nd followed the picturesque indentations 
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of the coast, the bold headlands and the tiny cocoa- 
crowned “ spats of greening ” in the sheltered creeks to 
the far horizon line of the blue ocean, then “ slumber- 

inglike an o'er wearied child.” At about 5 p m. wo reach- 

♦ 

ed the hospitable dwelling of Monsieur Cologne, wno 
received us with the most unequivocal cordiality. His 
“Sigour” is situated on the skirts of the Morne 
|*old, bleak, mountain peninsula. The robust and rudd' r 
appearance of Monsieur and Madame Cologne, and 
four or five happy children, spoke volumes in favour 
o? the salubrity of this part of the island, where the 
dear, bracing south-wind blows almost without inter- 
mission. Monsieur Cologne is not a sugar-planter, 
but derives a handsome revenue from a large herd 
of creole cows, and a productive fishery. 1 am, on the 
whole, somewhat captivated with the pat i tribal me- 
nage and simple manners of this amiable couple, md 
cannot avoid contrasting the tranquil, healthful, con- 
tented tenour of their existence in this secluded sp 
with the feverish bustle, political acrimony, and pre- 
vailing dissoluteness of “ Por* Louis.” 

$ 

Jttly 7. — After breakfast having bid adieu to this 

family Robinson Crusoe/’ who seemed inclined to 
use a gentle violence in order to detain us for the day, 
we commenced our journey towards Belle Ombre. 
Our route for the most part lay along the sea-beach, 
where our steeds picked their slow and painful way, 
through broken masses of rock and fragments of coral, 
though we were often obliged to wade our horses 
through the surf in order to avoid impervious thickets 
of a resinous underwood (used for flambeaux by the 
negroes) which frequently covers the strand to the 
tidedine. 

As we thus rdile along, our voices were almost 
drowned in the teS^itele^s thunder of the waves, as 
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they broke and chafed themselves into vast |ate 
of dazzling foam* on the dense girdle of coral reefs 
which almost completely encircles this island of 

i * * 

hurricanes. 

The trade-tvind was blowing freshly, and from the 
white wall of foam which projected from the coral 
c 'Win. half a mile to seaward, our clothes and faces 
were bedewed with flakes of salt spray. 

Wheic the abrupt nature of the shore* and depth of 
water compelled us to diverge inland, we had little 
reason t if contra White ourselves on the change. The 
iu‘iks ( ,r n n,aJ* they could not honestly be desig- 
nated) ' j*;»\ sdippery from recent rain, and carried 
with cu. : ignlar contempt of fractures and contusions 
up *od down the high cheek-bones of basalt hills, were 
formiuahh, to any but a Swiss or a Chamois; and, 
though "c hftd taken the precaution of dismounting 
and sho ipg our horses the way with loose bridles, 
they were guilty of more than one faux pas. About 
hatf way fn>m BUlc Ombre, we halted at the habita- 
tion of a Vtohsieur Bigro. His house is situated on 
the banks of a clear, sinuous creek, a feeler of the 
azure sea winding itself between wooded cliffs, and 
glades mirrored on its pellucid surface, one of the 
hundred 

Pgtbi »|i ciello caduoin terra' 

sown over the bosom of th»s lovely island. At about 
two hours before the sun set, we arrived at Belle 
Ombre, the seat of Monsieur Dejjiaroscjue* In the 
absence of the pfae de famille and his daughter, a 
fiance and p one of the savanne belles , we were cordially 
welcomed by young Demaresque. The lucus d non lu~ 
cendo principle has not been consulted in the nomen- 
clature of this pretty demesne. The spacious man- 
sion, extensive offices, sheltering wood in the near, 

L 
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ahd open expanse *of lawn in the front of the house, 
give something of an English character to Belle 
Ombre. The builder and former proprietor was a 
Mr. Telfare, an English capitalist In his choice of the 
site, however, he appears rather to have consulted 
his taste for the beautiful than les beaux yeux de 
sa cassette . The savanne, with a thousand attractions 
for the painter and the poet, is deficient in the lesd 
ostentatious, but sterling virtues which are prized by 
the planter and farmer. 

The soil is cold and poor, compared wilkh that of 
other districts, 'and the produce of the cane per arpent, 
is scarcely a third of that in the Poudre D'Or and 
Kempart districts, in addition to which the manufac- 
tured sugar is of an inferior quality, gritty and de- 
ficient in saccharine matter. Mr. Tclfarc's sugar, 
coffee, and other agricultural speculations, to which 
zeal, capital, and Hie appliances of mechanical inven- 
tion were devoted, were far from successful, and 
through the ordinary channels of disappointment, 
distress, involvement, and final insolvency, he illus- 
trated the progress of the unsuccessful projector. 
Belle Ombre, formerly enjoyed the reputation of 
a show spot, and was, in consequence, visited by 
“ Holman,” the blind traveller during his sojourn 
in the Isle of France. Our French host described 
him as an intelligent, inquisitive person, with a tinge 
of egotism and a cheerful equable temper. His 
other senses have been so extraordinarily sharpened 
and subtilized by the privation of sight, that he feels 
much less than might be at first imagined the severe 
calamity of 

“ Knowledge at one entrance quite shut out 
and so little did his air, gait, and demeanour corres- 
pond with those of a blind man, that I have met 
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with two or three obstinate sceptics, whose opinions 
are now in a state of equipoise as to whether 
Mr. Holman saw or not. 

July 8th. — Early this morning left Monsieur 
Demaresque’s, and breakfasted with Monsieur and 
Madame Beaulieu, of Jacquelin. Monsieur Beaulieu 
is of a noble French family, and was formerly in the 
French navy, having fought under “ Villeneuve ” at 
Trafalgar. He is an intelligent, communicative man, 
and speaks English with correctness and fluency. 
M iss Amanda Jordon, Madame Beaulieu's daughter, 
by a former marriage, is a pretty girl with regular fea- 
tures, brilliant eyes, a delicate complexion, and small 

white aristocratic Jiands that would have set Tremaine 

• 

a raving. The family were on the eve of departure 
for Port Louis, where they intend passing the winter. 
Leaving Monsieur Beaulieu’s, we proceeded toMonsieur 
Du pin’s, of Surinam, w here we dined arid took up our 
quarters for the night. The factory of which Monsieur 
Dupin is a superintendent, is commodiously situated 
near the embouchure of a river vis-a-vis to the military 
post of a Somilac. The scenery of the Savannee is 
markedly distinguished from that of Moka, and the 
Plain of Williams. Though there is more of seclu- 
sion and unsophisticated nature in that of the former, 
owing to the comparative rarity of houses and planta- 
tions, yet the character of the landscape is in some 
respects of a gentler and softer tone. 

The mountains of this district, instead of the angu- 
lar, peaked, and partially denuded profile of the Pouce, 
the Peterbolt, &c. are distinguished by an undulating 
contour, and are generally covered to their summits 
with umbrageous forests. The Savanuee, more- 
over, reveals considerable sketches of grassy plain, 

l 2 
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particularly near the sea-shore, and is comparatively 
free from those rugged piles of rock, abrupt ravines, 
and lava*scooped caverns, which frequently occur in 
the midst of cultivation. Negro camps, and the 
smoking funnels of the sugar factory stamp an ex- 
pression of wildness and neglect on the more fertile 
and better populated districts in the island. 

July 9th. — This morning left Surinam for the au- 
berge of “ Curepipe,” distant about sixteen miles. As 
the rain set in strongly and relentlessly soon after 
our departure from Monsieur Dupin’s, mv fellow voy- 
ager and I were thoroughly moui lies jasqu a vos , ere 
we reached the solitary forest inn. The inn, if such 
it can be called, is kept by a Mrs. Cochrane, of Dutch 
extraction, the most independent, crabbed, and con- 
tankerous ofland-ladies. Her temper was in no degree 
ameliorated by the villainous state of the weather, 
and we were not a little apprehensive, that we should 
be obliged to make a forcible entry into a place of en- 
tertainment for man and horse, for the nearest human 
habitation was about two leagues distant. The mis- 
tress of the inn at length opened her doors to us, and, 
having exchanged our dripping for dry habiliments, 
#we ordered dinner and beds, as the lesser of two evils, 
for the day was now far advanced, and thfe demon of 
showers was reigning unresisted through the wide 
Curepipc forest. Though our fare was coarse and 
our resting places indifferent, we ate as heartily and 
slept as soundly as if the first had been the Coenoe 
Suculli and the second the Plumec Sardanapali. 

July 10th. — At sunrise thismorning, we left the inhos- 
pitable auberge and weeping climate of Curepipe. My 
companion assured me, that this was the sixth visit he 
bad paid this ill omened cabarat, and never with a 
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dry skin. They tell me that a Bengalee selected this 
place for his residence : I suppose from its being the 
highest inhabited spot on the island, and, what is stilt 
more . wonderful, resided there for three months. 
Chacun d son gout ; for my own part, I should think 
a ten years’ residence in rainey Rosshire or New- 
foundland, where the fog seldom or never rises, quite 
an indispensable preparative for a sejour at Curepipe. 
The rain cleared up just before we mounted our horses, 
but it was only for a brief interval, and we only sav- 
ed ourselves from a second drenching by cantering 
rapidly through the forest ; for wh§n we were well out 
of the wood and enjoying fair weather in the Plain of 
Williams, we loo # ked back and had the satisfaction of 
seeing the Curepipe forest shrowded with drizzling va- 
pours. Curepipe is proverbial for the continuous hu- 
midity of its climate, like other high-wooded tracts, 
enacting the part of a conductor to all unappropriated 
clouds and vapours that may be floating in its vicinity. 
Even in the lowlands of the island a wood possesses, in 
an interior degree, the same rain-attracting virtues, and, 
I was informed, a few days since, by a trust- worthy au- 
thority, that, in the windward quarter of the island, 
where there is a deficiency of timber, on a planter 
intimating his intention of cutting down a wood, and 
clearing the ground for cane, the other “ habitans ” 
came forward in a body, and offered to indemnify him 
at his own valuation for the profits he would forego by 
not putting his design in execution, so apprehensive 
were they that the demolition of this wood would deprive 
them of their accustomed showers. Of the native pro- 
ductions of the Curepipe forest, perhaps the most pe- 
culiar are the ebony and fern-tree. The former is dis- 
tinguished by a tall crooked trunk covered with a dead 
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cinder-coloured bark, and surmounted by a tuft of 
sable foliage. When tjie ebony is young, only a tiny 
black speck is perceptible in the centre of the shaft, 
which is of a pale yellow colour ; but, as the tree 
advances in age, the black circle proportionally ex- 
pands. The Mauritius ebony is considered first rate. 

* I was much struck with the delicate, feathery grace 
of the yew-tree, also common, I hear, to New South 
Wales. It attains the altitude of twenty-five or thirty 
IV et, and is just the gross fern expanded to gigantic 
dimensions ; such as may have grown in Brob- 
dignag, in the skirts of Glumdalclitch’s garden. 

The wild raspberry, loving a cool, and humid cli- 
mate, is more abundant and luxuriant here than in 
any other part of the island, in size and colour rival- 
ling the English; it is very inferior in flavour, resem- 
bling the raspberry of England about as faithfully as 
the sweet lime of India does the St. Michael orange. 
The Onessipe is also the favourite region of the 
creepers and the climbers, in which productions 
the Mauritius may challenge comparison with any 
other country, for variety, redundancy, and the rich 
contrasts of floral tints. Amongst the individualities 
of Mauritius woodland scenery, 1 must not omit the 
dearth of singing birds, which imparts a solemn and 
melancholy tone to these luxuriant solitudes. It is 
strange, that though there still exist numerous des- 
cendants of the whiskered squadrons that drove the 
Dutch out of the island, (here surely must have been 
the site of La Fontaine's Ratapolis,) the crow and 
the sparrow, those contented cosmopolites, are not 
to be found in this exclusive island. — At about 9 i\ m. 
wc reached my house in the Plain of Williams. 
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July2lst. — Bode down to Port Louis. Went this 
evening, to a soiree at Madam# \s. The party con- 

sisted of about eighty people, a world too many for 
the small, air-tight saloon to which they were restrict- 
ed. The ^seness of the room, however, seemed to 
be no check on the vivacity of the fair Maurictennes, 
who, I believe, in their dread of being Rurhnmes would 
take shelter in an exhausted receiver. Seldom have 
I been in a situation in which I should have been 
more alive to the value of Mrs. Brulgruddery’s largess 
to Mary of “ a little air.’* Yet waltze, quadrille, and 
gallope succeeded each other with the briefest of possi- 
ble intervals, the crieur with his hoarse voice, prompt- 
ing the various evolutions of the figure. I/EttS, Ba- 
lancez— in my opinion a most officious addition to the 
evening gaieties, obtruding on one’s attention, very su- 
perfluously, the mechanism of the dance, and interrupt- 
ing the continuity of conversation. The oilier creole 
custom of asking a lady to dance without the preli- 
minaries of introduction, might, I think, be advan- 
tageously transplanted to the northern side of the 

equator. It would have a most sensible effect in di- 

♦ 

minishing the solitary wall flowers, and the famous 
youths, who certainly do not add to the hilarity of 
an Anglo-Indian assembly. Here there were no un- 
productive social labourers, the few, and they were 
chiefly elderly gentlemen, who did not dance, being 
absorbed by the ecarte tables. 

July 81st. — Attended at ’s marriage, a threefold 

process ; first, the contract before the civil notary, then 
the solemnization in the Roman Catholic Church, and 
lastly, the rite according to the Protestant form. The 
urmarrying is a much less complicated business i the 
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married parties, on stating that they are tired of each 
other’s company, or th# their dispositions are uncon- 
genial, can immediately obtain a writ of legal separa- 
tion from the constituted authorities. So man puts 
asunder whom God hath joined ! It, okkourse, fre- 
quently happens that the divorced meet a^linncrs and 
soirees subsequent to their separation, and a second 
and more agreeable union, and the bonhommie and 
politeness with which four parties so circumstanced 
* ommunicate with each other, is truly edifying, and 
might win approbation even from Beppo’s incompara- 
ble sposa. After the ceremony, there was the usual 
interminable meal, the alpha of which was breakfast, 
and the omega dinner; and the ledundant health- 
drinking and the hip ! hip! hurrah! shouting, which, 
however it might harmonize with the martial notions 
of the Iroquois, when rushing on the enemy from their 
forest ambush, would be discarded witii horror by that 
polite nation, when smoking the calumet of peace or 
sharing in the social festival. In the evening adjourn- 
ed, with two or three others, to the theatre. Saw “ le Due 
dc Rcichstadt.” The role of le fils de Thomme was 
acted by Madame Hortcnse, with much judgment and 
feeling. That illustrious boy’s memory is absolutely 
idolized by the French, but with their incurable anti- 
Austrian prejudices, they accuse Maria Louisa of 
being accessary to his death, and as if hereditary con- 
sumption were insufficient to explain hiA premature 
end, the son’s posset is drugged by a mother’s hand ! 

August 6th. — Dined with a neighbour : tasted for the 
first time the cabbage-palm. A tree of four or five 
years of age, be it noted, is cut down for a salad with- 
out the plea of necessity which Paul and Virrinia 
might hatfe tendered. ™ 
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August 9th.— Dined this evening at Monsieur - i — : 
a large party,, and excellent hut profuse dinner. In 
verity the French appetite is prodigious. I have seen 
a gentleman at Port Louis, commence with a whet of 
about thirl* oysters, and, after paying his devoirs with 
zealous impartiality to bouillons, coteletts, consommes, 
custard, turkeys, and pastry, wind up with the third of a ' 
tureen of salad, the heterogeneous components of the 
meal being accompanied with ■pain d, discretion, which 
translated into English, means a quantity not less 
than a pound and a half, and not more than two pounds 
of bread. On the present occasion the majority of the 
French guests nobly sustained their trencher reputation. 

A 

The inimitable Major Dalgetty himself, who, when 
provand was good and abundant, invariably took the 
precaution of victualling himself for three days, need 
not have blushed to have entered the lists with such 
rivals. The creoles, however, are not contented with 
eating themselves, unless they arc at the same time the 
cause of making others eat., and truly it requires a good 
deal of dogged decision to resist the pressing solicita- 
tions of the good-natured host and hostess, not to 
omit proving the various viands and cates on their 
hospitable board. I myself being on the moderate 
tack was upbraided by a fair Mauricierme, for being 
so neglectful of the creature comforts around me, 
u Ah, Monsieur ! j’ai peur que vous etes malade, vous 
mangez absolument comme un oiseau/' Not, (reader, 
be assured) of the cormorant or vulture species. An 
acquaintance and compatriot of mine, either from 
politesse or a reluctance to compromise the reputa- 
tion of the Englisfi, made marvellous exertions to win 
gulden opinions from the islanders* or* to speak more 
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plainly, consumed, on the present occasion, about three 
times bis ordinary dinner rations, but, alas! without 
producing the desired result. “ Impair congressus,” 
it was the frog endeavouring to distend itself to the 
bulk of the ox. He was resting from his labours, and, 
from the expression of his countenance, I should not 
have deemed that, like Candide, be found life most 
tolerable after meals. “ Au contrairc,” he seemed to 
be tasting in anticipation the horrors of a night of 
indigestion. It was at this crisis that a portly, elderly 
habitant, who had been expatiating over some forty 
dishes, and whose internal organization must have 
borne a striking resemblance to that of a Chowringhee 
“ adjutant/* turned on my countryman a glance in 
which pity and contempt were prevailing for mastery. 
t( Diable, Monsieur, vous ne faites rien.’* 

Those who are fond of French cookery, have ample 
opportunities for gratifying their taste at the mansions 
of the hospitable Mauritius habitants. For myself, 
and I believe I am not singular, the generality of their 
dishes smack too much of the olive-vard. 

Amongst the luxuries of the Mauritius, I should not 
omit to make mention of the gourmet, a delicious fish 
originally brought from China, and now naturalised in 
the tanks, and streams of the Mauritius. Its flavour 
to those who have not tasted it is like the mangoe 
amongst fruits — indescribable. I am only ‘surprised 
that some enterprising bon vivant of India has not en- 
deavoured to acclimate it in that country. Though 
good clarets and champagnes are procurable in the 
Mauritius, the wine commonly consumed is of an infe- 
rior description, being for the most part the vin ordi- 
naire of Provence, which has been sold in Port Louis 
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at the low price of seventeen and eighteen dollars the 
cask. One who has tasted coffee at the house of a 
Mauritius habitant, will have little inclination to renew 
his acquaintance with the washy, or greasy, or turbid 
fluid, which is dispensed under that name from the 
English breakfast table. 

Tea, I have only seen on one or two occasions at a 
French house, and then it was brought in as a compli- 
ment to Les Anglais, and was as tasteless and flavour- 
less as hay-water, with them it is known merely as 
a sisan. 

August 11th. — Rode down to Port Louis this mom- 
ing, breakfasted at Masse’s hotel with a large party of 
invalids from Madras and Bombay, bound, some 4 for 
the Cape and some for Australia. They seem any 
thing but “ epris ” with Port Louis, and small blame to 
them, as Paddy would say. The city itself is invaria- 
bly five or six degress hotter than any other part of 
the island, the shop-keepers are nonchalans, and often 
absolutely insolent ; the prices of most articles are 
exorbitant; the accommodation at the best inn is but 
indifferent; the attendants careless, and the interior 
economy in some respects slovenly and dirty. 

There is, moreover, a great dearth of public amuse- 
ments or even places of public resort. The theatre 
is an exception ; but to those who do not understand 
the language well, its attractions can bo but meagre. 
“ There is no longer a prado,” the resort of the 
better classes, and the tiard basalt roads leading to 
Pamplcmousse and the Plain of Williams, present few 
inducements to the equestrian. By far the greater ma- 
jority of those who visit the Mauritius instal them- 
selves in Port Louis, form few acquaintanceships 
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with their own country-men, and none with the 
French, relieve or endeavour to relieve the mo- 
notany of an hotel life by the alternations of the 
reading room and the billiard table, duly as the 
sun sets, with a “ thank God the day is done,” 
saunter to the once " reclierchd” champs de mars, 
to observe the sports of the creole children or 
the mestiza gradations of colour in their attendants ; 
returning from their evening stroll, discuss the same 
succession of dishes in the same gaily papered apart- 
ment, and assisted by potatious of thin claret or thick 
porter, occupy their listless fancies by contemplating 
the adventures of some “ Orlando Furioso,” Paladin 
depicted in glaring colours on the walls of the salon, 
a wild medley of island castles, intricate thickets, 
crook bearing shepherds, armed cap-a-pie knights, 
griffin mounted wizards, and damsels reposing by 
flower- fringed fountains, till “tired nature’s sweet 
restorer ” wraps them in oblivion, and they wake from 
some flattering dream to see the apparition of candles 
flickering in their sockets, and a hideous negress, 
who, with a hoarse accent and patois idiom, reminds 
them that it is time to retire to their chamber. 

How far such an experience qualifies for deciding 
on the merits of the Isle of France, it is for me to 
submit, and others to judge. 

20th. August. — Port Louis. Dined this evening at 

; adjourned to the theatre. The pieces were “Les 

fautes Rabelais” and “ Monsieur Chapillard.” The 
former has little to recommend it on the score of talent 
or morality; the ingredients are startling situations, 
stilted sentiments, crude horror, half-veiled profligacy. 
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Indeed it may be affirmed of a large portion of the 
modern French dramas, that their plot is involved, 
their incidents extravagant; that the absence of ster- 
ling virtues in the hero is supplied by a corsair phy- 
siognomy, well curled mustachios, a hand-cunning at * 
fence, knees more accustomed to genuflections in the 
boudoir than the oratory, a tongue apt at repartee 
and fluent in shallow sophistries, and, lastly, a temper- 
ament like that of Henry the Eighth, neither disposed 
to spare man in his anger, nor woman in his lust. 

The heroine is good looking, graceful, credulous; 
equally accessible to flattery and terror, but so feeble 
is the resistance that she opposes to the ruin, or, ,as 
tiie French more delicately express it, the egaremens 
into which she is drawn, that, however willing we may 
be to make every allowance for the peculiar circum- 
stances of her case, wc cannot, after a careful investi- 
gation, decide that “ her stars are more in fault than 
she.” L’amour physique is the essence of the most 
popular French dramas of the day. Parisian deli- 
cacy has thrown a thin disguise over the naked idol. 
Thus the “multitia,” or by a bold image of “ Petro- 
nius,” the “woven wind,” invested without concealing 
the form of the Roman “Lais,” and thus “Alcina” 
presented herself to the enamoured Paladin : 

Come Ruggiera Abbraccio rie gli cease 
II manto, e resto, il vel saltile e ratio 
Cbe non copria dinauzi nedi dictro 
Pin che le rose, a i gigli un chiaro v$tra. 

C. VII, “ OnLANDO Fuitioso.” 

Even the horrible is invoked to give relief and 
raciness to the voluptuous, and the enginery of terror 
is not (infrequently called in to highton the abandon 
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and complete the ruin of the female “ victim.” Yet the 
constant frequenters and admirers of such represen- 
tations dara to reprehend Molic>re on the sc6re of 
coarseness and immorality. In the opinion of these 
critics, the immortal author of Tartuffe and L’Avarc 
is pass£, and his merits will soon be an affair of his- 
tory. In the piece of Rabelais, there is some naivety 
and humour, and Monsieur Chappillard (in which Del- 
mas, the Mauritius Liston, enacted the principal role) 
i« one of those irresistible extravagancies that might 
almost create a laugh under the ribs of death. 

August 23d. — Visited Reduif, this morning, the 
country residence of the Governor. The edifice itself 
is scarcely worthy of notice. With the exception of 
a spacious central banquetting-room, the apartments 
are of ordinary dimensions, and but indifferently 
furnished. But the site is perfect. The rear windows 
of the mansion open on a lovely lawn fringed by 
thick belts of shrubbery, containing a choice re-union 
of the finest arborescent productions of the temperate 
and torrid zones. There the willow and the apple 
grow side by side with the pomgranatc and banana, 
and the oak projects its boughs through! the foliage of 
the cinnamon tree. The parterres in the vicinity of 
the house, glow with the various tints of geraniums,, 
roses, pinks, and a hundred other classes of exotic and 
native flowers. About a quarter of a mile from tho 
dwelling house, a lofty terrace of land, called Le Bant 
de Monde, abuts from the Raduit plateau into a pro- 
found valley, affording a fine cosmoramic view of the 
Government domain, and the interior of two romantic 
glens threaded by sparkling torirents, and the Plain of 
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Williams with its imposing corps de garde, and the 
loltier mountain range comprising the Pouce and 
Paterboth, and a margin worthy of this noble land 
prospect, the blue, far-stretching Indian Ocean* 
August 25th. — Last night my negro groom, Othello, 
eloped with some equestrian paraphernalia. He is 
an affranchis, and I bad been more than once fore- 
warned not to enlist one of that class in jny service. 
General rumour (and in the present instance I am not 
disposed to question its impartiality,) has credited the 
emancipated blacks with a triple stock of idleness 
and dishonesty. It is but a few days since my enter- 
taining acquaintance Eveille, Mr. 's valet, was 

detected by his master in a consecutive system *of 
plunder Irom plate-chest, wardrobe and cellar. The 
guilty parties, for this clever rogue had an associate, 
were committed, convicted, and sentenced to a 
considerable term of imprisonment ; but, owing to the 
facilities afforded for concealment by the numerous 
receiving houses in Port Louis, not a stiver of the 
stolen property has yet been or is indeed likely to be 
recovered. Few here would be disposed to cavil at 
Falstaff’s assertion, “that (here is nothing but roguery 
in villainous man.” Nor, indeed, is dishonesty alto- 
gether confined to the lower class. Many large Eng- 
lish capitals have been swamped on this island* 
on fictitious mortages. The incautious, unsuspecting 
lenders, hugged themselves in the belief that their 
claims were virgin, until it appeared from the accounts 
of the insolvent borrower, that they were only entitled 
to the gleanings that might be overlooked (vain hope ?) 
by four elder mortgagees, whose claims were antece- 
dent to their own* Because, however, such has been 
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the procedure of some of the Mauritius planters, it is 
ungenerous to stigmatize a large body for the offences 
of some of its members, and to insinuate, as I have 
heard some Englishmen do, that the inhabitants have 
no compunction in exercising similar frauds, regarding 
them as a lawful “ spoiling of the Egyptians. 1 ” There 
is another custom not at all of infrequent occurrence, 
which certainly deviates from our strait notions of 
honesty: it is this: — when a son-in-law is about to 
be received into a creole family, before the marriage 
s< t dements are drawn out, a calculation on a liberal 
scale is formed of the aggregate expenses which the 
“fiancee” has incurred on her parents, commencing 
with the pap-bowl, and the swaddirtg clothes, and 
ending with tine wedding dinner and the bridal gar- 
ments. We will suppose that these are estimated (the 
scale, as I have before observed, is a liberal one, 
toilet, board, education, bijouterie, medical attendance 
and various unspecified sundries being included) at 
15,000 piastars = £3,000 : £1,000 in bond fide cash, is 
then made over to the bridegroom, and, this being set 
under the corresponding figures of the sum expended 
antecedent to marriage, by the very simple process of 
addition, the sum total appears £4,000. Adele's or 
Louise's dowry. The marriage settlements arc then 
duly and legally executed, in which the husband set- 
tles on his chosen one the £4,000, which she has 
brought him in the shape of dowry. Considering this 
proceeding in the light in which certain political eco- 
nomists would view it, it might be affirmed, that as 
three thousaud pounds’ worth of labour were indispqp- 
sable to bring the lady to hymen’s mart, her cur- 
rent vahie at the period of her marriage must be at 
least equivalent to the cost of production, so that with- 
out any perversion of facts, she may be said to have 
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air-pump, worked by the identical steam engine, that 
regelates the blow-pipes in the butteries. The heavy 
moist particles of the sugar, i.e. the molasses, being 
then rapidly absorbed through the interstices of the 
net-work, the process of chrystalization in the finer 
portion detained in the shelves, ” is completed in about 
ten minutes. Nothing more is then required but to 
expose the sugar to the solar rays for two or three 
hours after which it is received into the vacua sack and 
qualified for exportation. Capt. Sanders, who, in the 
absence of his brother, was superintending this mag- 
nificent factory, told me that, under the new process, 
ho would pledge himself to have Ihe Bassin sugar 
(Bassin is fifteen miles from the captiai ) arranged on 
the Port Louis wharves, ready for exportation, in the 
same four and twenty hours that saw the canes, from 
which it was manufactured, in arrow in the plantation 
The average period consumed in the old system of 
sugar-making, is from three to four weeks : Mr. 
Zanders thus acquires a three weeks’ priority over his 
rivals in the sugar-market. The greater portion of the 
molasses is exported to Australia, the finer sugars to 
Europe. It is difficult to estimate the consequences o.f 
the equalization of duties on Mauritius and East India 
sugars on the prosperity of this valuable colony. 
The great, hut single superiority which Hindoostan 
possesses over the Isle ofFrance, is the exceedingly 
low price of labour in the former country, though in a 
partial extent this benefit will be neutralized by the 
introduction of labourers of the Danga caste, whoso 
wages are, at least, a third less than those of the noirs. 
As a counterpoise to this preponderating advantage 
in favour of ihe sugar interests of the East Indies, 
I would place in the opposite scale the inferior ratio 
of labour requisite in the island cultivation, the canes 
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being planted out here quinqucnnially, not annually, 
as is the common custom in Bengal and the Dooltb, 
and also the inexhaustible resources of this volcanic 
soil, combined with the absence of ruinous inundations* 
But evintus stullorum magister, will ere long decide. 
After a survey of the process of sugar-making, we 
made an execursion to the falls of the Tamarind, a 
superb series of ten or twelve continuous cascades, 
precipitated from the brim of a precipitous, wooded 
cliff, 900 or 1,000 feet in height. The prospect w r as 
beautiful beyond description; never was 1 so sensi- 
bly impressed with the sublime truism of Cowper. 

M God made the country and man made the town.” 

September (Jth. — Port Louis. Went this evening to 
a numerously attended ball given by the circle of Port 
Louis at Coquct’s rooms. There were upwards of 000 
individuals present. The saloons being crowded, and 
the apartments ill-ventilated, the heat was excessive. 
The dancing was, notwithstanding, kept up with spirit 
till a late hour, though there were no creole ladies 
who were so fcarless^as to hazard that most critical 
test to beauty, of daring the dawn. I was sensibly 
struck this evening, with the marked inferiority of the 
men in every respect to the ladies of the Mauritius. 
While pleasing features, symmetrical forms, easy and 
graceful manners, are widely diffused amongst the lat- 
ter, the gargons of Port Louis, as a body, are cha- 
racterized by plebeian contours, manners at once 
brusque and suffisans, figures apparently stunted by 
premature excesses, countenances of twenty, or five 
and twenty summers, in which one may look in vain 
for the purpurlum lumen juvence , the flush, the pride, 
the sanguine conftdence* the ingenious candour of a 
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brought her husband £4,000 dowry. Yet there aro 
some stolid, impracticable persons who may not po- 
litely acquiesce in the unequivocal propriety of- this^,, 
transaction, more especially, should the^y ’ 
it for arbitration to the creditors of the igegieroug 
husband. On the same principle, however, (hat 
when the Englishman, upbraided for the ministe- 
rial sacrifice of Byng, would retort on the Gaul, 
the judicial butchery* of the gallant Lalljrj 
may not the creole habitant, unable to negative 
the existence of the matrimonial trait that I have 
depicted, lay at mine or any other Briton’s door, 
(lie scandalous but incontrovertible institution of 
the drapery misses, which must be familiar with all 
who have perused the works of the greatest and most 
“ repatidu” of modern poets? Indeed, in my opinion, 
the cold-blooded speculations of these ladies, is of a 
less amiable and more repulsive character than the 
fictitious dowry, and fraudulent settlement of the 
French planter. Though in the former case the bland- 
ishments and the tears of the mercenary beauty may 
win from the lover in his weakness, the princely draft 
which will quiet the demands of hosier, milliner, and 
jeweller, for two seasons ofccxfra vagance, when the 
treacle moon has run its giddy round, and soberer 
months have completed their tranquil revolutions, 
when the fiery oideal of Hymen gradually brings out 
the imperfections before invisible on the blank surface 
of the lady's character, with what eyes will the dis- 
passionate husband revert to that incident w hich the 
ardent hiidegroom viewed through a false and flatter- 
ing medium, and with what sentiments of disapproval 
and suspicion will he not regard her, who, in the 


Fide— Madame du DcffandV correspondence. 
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warm and ingenuous season of youth, scrupled not to 
indulge each expensive taste, and caprice, deliber- 
ately calculating on the contingent tenderness or folly 
btf a possible husband, to relieve her from the em- 
barrasment of debt and duns? 

‘ September 1st. — Rode over in company with two 
or three other English gentlemen to Bassin, the pro- 
perty of Mr. Sanders. After breakfast accompanied 
our host through the sugar works. It is the only fac- 
tory in the island which is beholden to the invention 
of steam. I briefly describe the process as 1 observ- 
ed it there. The canes immediately after being cut 
in the plantation are conveyed to the mill, where they 
are speedily crushed by a steam-worked wheel of gi- 
gantic proportions. Thence the extracted juice is 
conducted in wooden cylinders to aftiple vats, in 
which the syrop retains a turbid and discolored ap- 
pearance, From these vats it is conveyed to others- 
of corresponding dimensions, in which, by the ap- 
plication of a viscid clay, that attaches to itself 
the foreign impurities introduced with thu cane-juice, 
it acquires the tint and transparency of suuternc. It 

is at this stage received iifto boilers, where, while in 

* 

an ebullient state, the scum is ladled from the surface 
of the syrop. After being boiled but not concentrat- 
ed in these butteries, the juice is conveyed into a 
spacious cool reservoir, from which, after a brief 
interval, it is re* conducted into a second series of boil- 
ers, where, with the assistance of blow-pipes, it un- 
dergoes the process of concentration at a loAver tem- 
perature than would be otherwise available. The 
next receptacles for the concentrated syrop, are roomy, 
wooden shelves, with bottoms of fine copper net-work, 
which are placed iu vats exposed to the action of an 
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suicide, it would seem, overleap the barrier of a nar- 
row sea-sleeve, and meet with just equal powers of 
resistance in the gay, inconsequent, disposition of the 
French, as in Use melancholy, calculating temperament 
of the English. 

September 16. — Port Louis. Met this evening at 
dinner a Captain Ross, lately arrived from the Coco’s 
islands. The group was taken possession of some 
years since by this gentleman and a Mr. Hare, who 
constituted themselves joint proprietors, but some 
difference occurring between them, Mr. If aie abdicated 
his moiety of the co-dominion, leaving Captain Ross 
monarch of all be surveyed. The Cocos are about 
twenty in number, and their figure, that of an oual 
chain, encloses a spacious and secure land-locked 
harbour, the entrance to which lies on the leeward 
quarter. The population which comprizes Europeans, 
Malays, Chinese, Mestizos, amounts to about an hun- 
dred and fifiy. The climate, as would be inferred 
from the position of the islands, 12° south latitude, is 
exceedingly equable, the mercury seldom falling below 
70° or rising above 85°. In spile of their insignificant 
size, their situation, directly in the track of slri|>s bound 
from Australia and Van Diemen's Land to the Ray of 
Bengal, may ultimately raise them into importance as 
a watering and victualling depot. Their products at 
present consist of cocoauuts, plaintains, papawas, 
an^maize. Turtle and other varieties of esculent fish 
abound in the vicinity of the shore, and there is no 
lack of excellent poultry. Oxen, and sheep there are 
none, nor can I positively assert that there are pigs. 
Fresh water is procured on digging a few feet into the 
soil. Captain Ross, who is a Zetiandcr by birth, has 
transported his family, and some of bis kinsfolk to 
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these remote islands, in which he has apparently de- 
cided to settle down for the remainder of his life. 
Once in two or three years he diversifies the monotony 
ofhis Cocos’ sovereignty by a voyage to the Mauritius, 
in a vessel constructed by his subjects, under his own 
supervision, and procures wines, medicine, stationery, 
books, clothing, and other of th<5 most indispensable 
necessaries and conveniences of civilization. He is a 
somewhat eccentric, but an intelligent and well-read 
nan, nor inattentive in his insular seclusion to the stir 
of busier regions, and the progress of knowledge and 
reform. Yet, assuredly, it could not have been in 
compliance with his two favourite pursuits, geology 
and pplitical economy, that he was led to select for 
his life, the lonely region, coralline strata, and confined 
area of the Coco’s islands. 

September 17.— Lounged Ibis morning through the 
market place. Though devoid of architectural attrac- 
tion**, and but indifferently supplied with many essen- 
tial articles, it is tolerably neat, orderly, and tranquil, 
and has been of late a fashionable morning resort for 
the haut^onde of Port Louis The quarter devoted 
to the shell-venders seldom fails to arrest for a few 
minutes the idler’s progress 

Next, though at a considerable interval alter 
Ceylon and the Maldives, this island is allowed 
by connoisseurs the third place in tin* scald* of 
conchology. The olive and harp varieties predomi- 
nate ; but here, as in flowers, the rarity rather than 
the beauty of the specimen determines its value, 
and it cannot be denied that the enthusiasm or 
fanaticism of those who, in the language of Rousseau, 
“bow before a tulip, and prostrate themselves before 
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healthful adolescene; but if the physiognomy, the ex- 
pression, the manner, may bo regarded as a faithful 
index of character. 1 should be tempted to apply to 
them the following; lines from an early poem of Lord 
]jyron\s : 

" Old in the world, though scarcely broke fioin school, 

Pamaita* ran through all the maze of sin, 

Aud found the goal, when olheis just begin/' 

Lastly, I cannot (and this perhaps they would feel 
as “ the unkindest out of all”) forhear to notice their 
atrocious taste in dress, as displayed on the present 
occasion. If, indeed, as they profess, they tread in 
the fashions of the mother-country, the Gallic (looters 
of the toilet, have substantial cause for mourning their 
vanished national supremacy in these matters, and 
casting a longing, lingering look behfnd at those days, 
when the elegant, witty, heartless Count Grammont, 
by a rare combination, the most successful of sharpers, 
and the most fortunate of suitors, was the acknow- 
ledged arbiter elegant iarnm of his day, the profound 
interpreter of perukes and points, bands ami ruffles, to 
the Sir Fopling Flutters of Charles’ frivolous court. 
These gentlemen’s coats, which exhibited a nearly 
equal area of cloth and velvet, were traversed by files 
of massive gilt-buttons; and their vests of the most 
glaring and contrasted hues, now lilies on a crimson, 
now peonies on an orange- bed, rejoiced under a glit- 
tering profusion of meretricious bijouterie. I must not 
omit to mention that there were several persons present 
at this assembly, who were neither qualified by their 
birth, or vocations, to mingle with the better portion 
of the Port Louis society, in the square of the contra 
danse or the circle of the waltzc, subordinate clerks, 
shopkeepers, and their families. 
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Indeed it must be admitted that the conventional 
distinctions, respected in other countries, promise to 
he speedily confused and Eradicated by the mattock 
and pickaxe of the pioneer Egalitc, though the creoie 
prejudices against the faintest tinge of Asiatic or Afri- 
can blood, are maintained in all their pristine inflex- 
ibility. It was only the other day that a country neigh- 
bour of mine, a French creole of respectable birth, but 
narrow circumstances, received a note from a black- 
smith, whom he had employed to repair the lock of a 
fowling piece. It commenced thus. “Monsieur! Mon- 
sieur! The beauty of the evening par preference, was 
a Miss Valentine Keating, creole by birth, Irish by 
extra^pion, only sixteen, but in the precocious matu- 
rity of insular beauty. Her th.ll, commanding figure, 
and the animated, but imperious character of her chi- 
selled features, %ould have harmonized better with 
the diadem of Juno or the crescent frontlet of Diana 
than the Cestus of the laughter-loving queen. The 
Falla* or Bellona costume (which Lely has appro- 
priated to the too famous Dutchess of Cleveland, 
and which, in the haughty and half relentless ex- 
pression of the countenance, and the cinctured deco- 
rum of the garb, fiuely contrasts with the sleepy 
voluptuous air, and robes loosely flowing, hair as free 
that characterize most of the lovely apologies of that 
Asiatic court,) would have beseemed in every respect 
the young, fair, superb Mauricienne. She is fiance, 
I hear, to a French Count of Bourbon, who has never 

A 

yet seen the original, bat whose imagination was 
ignited by the sight of her portrait, and he, in conse- 
quence, made proposals, not to the lady herself, but to 
Aer parents. It seems they hare accepted his addresses 
and are on the eve of conveying their beautiful daugh- 
ter to Bourbon.” Marriages de convenance, and 
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a hyacinth/' is, at least, equalled by that of some 
shell-collectors. 

While a pair of single harps are procurable for a 
rupee, fifteen dollars is not unfrequently given for a 
double harp, which, to an uninitiated eye, exhibits 
no intrinsic superiority over the former class. The 
Mauritius corals are unequalled in variety of configu- 
ration, richness of pattern, (if I may so express myself) 
and vividness of tints, snow-white, rose, deep-crimson, 
and sapphire-blue. I have as yet seen no relics of the 
extinct dodo genus (peculiar I believe to this island 
and Bourbon) either in skeleton or fossil. They are 
to be found, of course, in the collections of the French 
Savans, and, 1 have been informed, whether accurately 
or not, that there is a specimen in the collection of the 
Asiatic Society of Calcutta. It is far from singular 
that a* bird (such as the dodo is described to have 
been) of unwieldy form, and passive, lethargic dispo- 
sition, should, in detail, have presented no resistance 
toils slaughterers; but so rare an exception the 
self-conservative principle, diffused through animated 
nature as the utter destruction of a species, may not 
unprofitably arrest the attention, and the irrevocable 
dissolution of this web-footed class, amidst the indi- 
vidual cessation but generic continuance of the count- 
less families of earth, air, and water, may suggest a 
more healthful sentiment than that of vague curiosity. 
The reflection that a genus, (to the philosophic eye 
it matters not whether the mammoth or the beetle) 
that once existed, exists no more, involuntarily forces 
on one the uncertainty, mutability, and final extinction 
of our present visible system, with its seemingly eter- 
nal fitness of creatures, grades, distinctions, and prin- 
ciples, with its immoveable stars, its revolving 

o 



98 


A JOURNAL OP 


planets, and obedient though eccentric comets, with 

« e consecutive harmony of its varying seasons, and 
e durable and monotonous aspect of terrestrial 
existence, in which the decay of the unit is merged 
atij£ lost sight of in the permanent vitality of the mass. 
The annihilation of the merest atom in created space, 
inspires the contemplative mind with a blended senti- 
ment of awe and sympathy. It is thus that when 

Stars unnumbered gild the glowing pole, 

ivc gaze wistfully and pensively on the tiny blank in 
the blue cope of heaven, where erst shone amidst her 
stellar sisterhood. 

The lost Pleiad seen on earth no uioie , 

and that the memory of this perished species is invest- 
ed with an interest, which the contemplation of the 
most wonderful and beauteous of the existing families 
of animated nature fails to impart. He at least who 
has jgpbibed, however partially, the all-embracing, 
all-sympathizing benevolence of La Fontaine (that 
enchanter who has endowed with souls and intellects, 
aye, and with appropriate feelings, and sentiments, 
and prejudices, the various tribes of the four-footed 
and feathered creations) he, who has owned a conta- 
gious pity, while perusing Burns's pathetic address 
to the poor field mouse, whose happy home had been 
dismantled by the ruthless plough-share, will revert 
with a thoughtful regret to the memory of the'perished 
dodo. 

September 25th. — Rode over to Maheburgh from the 
Plain of Williams, the distance five and tueuty miles, 
the road an excellent one, traverses the Curepipe fo- 
rest at the auberge of which the Port Louis diligence 
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changes horses. The grand port district in ’which 
Mahebourgh is situated is rich and highly cultivated. 
Exposed to the cool southerly breezes, this little sei^ 
port bears a high character for salubrity, and the sur- 
rounding scenery is strikingly picturesque ; yet I must 
confess that the reality fell short of my anticipations. 
It may be that the pre-eminent grandeur and beauty 
of the St. Pierre and Savanne landscapes, may have 
impaired the influence of Mahebourgh ’s more subdued 
charms, and rendered me fastidious, if not blazd on 
these matters. A necessary engagement in Port Louis 
prevented me from visiting the Souffieur., This natural 
curidfcty, which is about eight miles distant from 
Mahebourgh, is a cavernous mass of basalt projecting 
from the sea-shore ? into the interior of which the waves 
are sucked with no ordinary force, and thence through 
a chimney or aperture in the ceiling of the hollow rock, 
jetted a considerable height into the air. Its nomen 
clature has been suggested by its resemblance to the 
faineant monarch of the deep, exhibiting the superior 
portion of its vast bulk above the surface of the wel- 
tering waves, and spouting the brine through its nostrils 
in uncouth recreation. 

October 5th. — Engaged a cabin this morning on 
board the Woodlark , bound for the Cape of Good 
Hope : paid a few farewell visits to my neighbours in 
the Plain of Williams. Now that I am about to quit 
the Mauritius, probably for ever ; I should be wanting 
tomyselTdid I not endeavour to place the creole 
character in a fair point of view, and release it 
from, at least, unmerited obloquy. I am not prepared 
to deny that the French creoles have supplied some 
conspicuous instances of contempt of principle in 
their pecuniary relations, and that, amongst the 

o 2 
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fair sex, there are seme, as in all countries* who 

* *' Do let heaven see the prankB 

They dare not show their husbands f* 

but it is equally illogical and uncharitable on the 
strength of some individual instanced, to blend the 
whole race in one sweeping sentence of reprobation. I 
have not disguised the pplitical feuds and national 
jealousies, which of late have obtruded into the walks 
of social intercourse. I have drawn a marked line of 
distinction between the better class of habitants, and 
the avocats and negocians of Port Louis. 1 have 
also expressed my candid opinion of the decided jpipe- 
riorityin every respect of the daughters over the sons 
of Cerne. I now add, that 1 have no where experienced 
more genuine kindness and hospitality than at the houses 
of the creole planters; that I hive generally found 
them at once polite and frank in their manners, amia- 
ble, sensible, and liberal, and, occasionally, of highly 
cultivated minds, and imbued with the loftiest princi- 
ples of honour. Amongst my fair acquaintances were a 
few, whom, in natural graces of manner, conversional 
vivacity, delicate powers of discrimination, amiabi- 
lity, and sincerity of disposition, 1 hatffe never seen 
surpassed. 

These instances are, of course, few and far between, 
but the young Mauricienne may be generally qualified 
as good humoured, lively, intelligent, of easy, natural 
manners, equally remote from the extremes of preci- 
sion and coquetry. She possesses almost invariably 
an aptitude for dancjngfmnd correct taste in music, 
both which accomplishments she*sedulously cultivates. 
It must, however, be admitted, that these pursuits exact 
a disproportionate attention afld consideration at the 
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expense of th<?more intellectual departments of educa- 
tion. I have sometimes thought that the mothers of 
these young ladies had perused in too literal and seri- 
ous a mood, and laid too deeply to heart that witty 
dialogue between the dancing master and the music 
master in the Bourgeois gentilhomme, in which all 
other sciences, books, arts, and academes, are merged 
in these two master accomplishments : 

Le Maitre de musique . 

II n’y a rien qui suit si utile dans un etat que la musique* 

Le Maitre a datiser, 

il n’y a rien qui soit st necesaaire auxjiommes que la clause. 

Le Maitre de viusique. 

Sans la musique un etat ne peut subsister. * 

Le Maitre a darner. 

Sans la danse un horonie ne sauroit rten faire. * 

Le Maitre de musique \ 

Tous les desord res toutes les guerreaqu'on voit dans le monde, 
n’ arnvent. 

Le Maitre a denser. 

Que arc q'on apprends pas la musique, 

Tous les malheurs des hommes, tous les rever 3 
funestes, don les histories tout remplies, les'bcvues des 
politiques les manque meus^es grands capitaines tout 
cela n’ est venu que faute de savoir danser. 

&c. &c. &c. &c. &c. &c. &c. 

1 need scarcely add, that the region of alogies and 
ologies it still to them a terra incognita, and the site 
of Blue Stocking Hall as apocryphal as that of Mil- 
dendo the capital of Lilipift. Their frequent use of 
ejaculations, mon Dieu ! Diable ! &c. (setting religion 
apart) somewhat clashes wjfh our notions of feminine 
propriety, though innocem; if compared with the 
energetic and graphic oaths which our good Queen 
Bess appropriated (her sycophants would have.said by 
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a right divine) and with which in later times Charles’ 
maids of honour sprinkled their racy conversation. 
The general validity of the claim put forth by the Eng- 
lish to a sturdier integrity amongst men, and more 
impregnable virtue amongst women, I am not prepared 
to dispute. There is a flexibility, an inconsistency, 
a faiblesse in the French character which renders 
them more obnoxious to temptation, than their more 
constant, and uncomplying neighbours. The prevailing 
laxness of religious opinions,* too, amongst theGauls 
of to-day, cannot assuredly be corroborative of man’& 
honesty, or woman’s c^stity. 

The decidedly professed infidels are not numerous, 
though one is occasionally edified bv hearing some 
shallow bavard parqtting the trite objections against 
revelation which he has drawn from lhe*shelves of 
the encyclopedists. On the majority their religion sits 
loosely like an easy glove. At the same time the Ro- 
man Catholic Bishop is treated with much considera- 
tion, and even empressment by his flock; and tho spa- 
cious chapel of Port Louis, particularly on the f&te 
de Dieu and other holidays, is thronged to excess, 
and, on those occasions, there is an appearance of 
decorous attention; if not of earnest devotion. 

It may be reasonably conjectured, that the gregari- 
ous instinct, and national love of spectacle, have their 
share in collecting so many well-diessed hundreds to 
listen to prayers, droned *but in an unknown tongue, 
and the voices of disciplined choristers, and to feed 
their eyes with pictures, Jj|hted-tapers, incense toss- 
ing, scarlet and lace. ^ 

Lastly, the very genius of the French language, 
in its nuatic^es epithets, and qualifying gradations. 
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disarms vice of half its grossness and deformity. The 
courtezan is neutralized into the entretenne, the adul- 
teress is softencdHhto^he chfefe amie. Does a more 
tfcan equivocal spot rest on a French lady’s reputation ? 
II fant avouer (a fair acquaintance will say to you with 

a deprecating sigh)que Madame aete eu sa jennesse 

un peu gaie. Who is the man pre-eminently de bonnes 
fortunes? Is it the general, who has triumphed over 
his country’s foes? The successful patriot, who has not 
merged in the demagogue? The minister Who ancurs- 
ed by his fellow-subjects, sleeps with his fathers? Is 
it the fortunate, high-minded merchant, against whose 
well-won, honourable opulence no widow’s groans or 
orphan’s tears have appealed in eloquent protest to 
the chancery of heaven, who, superior to circumstance, 
and temptation, and firm amidst the losses, and dere- 
lictions of cotemporary thousands, among the faithless 
faithful, has maintained a reputation unsullied by the 
suspicion of fraud, or the slightest taint of exaction! Is 
it the rarer example of a genuine philanthropist, that 
blameless voluptuary hi the luxury of doing good, the 
man of lloss, who showered-blessings on neighbouring 
thousands, and made his native district blossom like the 
rose, the glorious Howard, that ardent-self-sacrificing 
pilgrim of charity, who (to borrow the eloquent lan- 
guage of Burke,) visited all Europe to dive into the 
depths of dungeons, to plunge into the infection of 
hospitals, to survey the mansions of sorrow and pain, 
to take the guage and dimensions of misery, depression, 
apd contempt, to remember the forgotten, to attend to 
the neglected, to visit the frfeaken and to compare and 
collate the distresses of all men in all countries to 
whose lovely Crimean grave have been wafted for 
consecutive years the eulogies of the prosperous, the 
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passionate wail of the unfortunate, tbe blended admi- 
ration and regret, of a mourning continent. It is none 
of these. Who then 1 The deliberate, heartless, blaze 
seducer; he who insolently arrogates a fee simple 
over woman’s charms, whether enclosed by the ple- 
beian boddice or patrician stomacher ; he who, with a 
perverted knight’s-errantry, professes to release poor 
distressed ladies, not from the giant’s or enchanter’s 
duresse, but the more intolerable restraint of despotic 
opinion. He, who before-skilled to take advantage 
of each momentary weakness, and, with a fiend- 
like dexterity, to wake the loosest wishes in the chast- 
est heart, in his inmost soul curses the glittering and 
dangerous reputation that he has acquired, yet, impel- 
led at once by habit, and by vanity, perseveres in his 
benevolent career, though the flush, and the novelty, 
and the adventitious illusion exist no longer, and out- 
raged conscience reasserts her rights, the wanton dc- 
secrator of purity, the jaded drudge of pleasure. Still 
admitting that the standard of moral principle amongst 
the French of the*colonies and the continent is none of 
the severest, it would be injustice, were I not to assert, 
that there are many honourable, high principled gen- 
tlemen amongst the planters of the Isle of France, and 
that a large proportion of the creole ladies are attach- 
ed wives and fond mothers. 

I have no intention to disguise the unfavourable 
traits of a sejour in the Mauritius. I grant that the 
unneat and slovenly accommodation of the Port Louis 
hotels is far from attractive ; that there is ample scope 
for annoyance in the insolent negligence, and shatqp- 
less exactions of the shop-keepers ; that the indigeni- 
ous servants are capable of exhausting tlm aggregate 
of human patience, posterior to the days of Job ; that 
good taste is outraged by the blustering suffisance, and 
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unlettered flippancy of the majority of tbe jeuimes 
gens of the capital ; that tbe soojal will be chilled by 
the present hollow and restricted intercourse in the 
better circles; that the modest will shrink from the 
undisguised, and connived at immorality pervading all 
grades ; and, lastly, that the negroes with their vices, 
aud their crimes, and their amphibious liberty, con- 
stitute a very salient and repulsive feature in the ge- 
neral prospect : yet, in spite of all these admissions, I 
should nof **cherish a very favourable opinion of that 
person, who had journeyed through the highways and 
byways of this charming island, and, sharingthe cordial 
welcome of the creole planter, had sat at the board 
where rosy wine and sparkling glares, and musical 
accents, blended their influences, who could hear, in 
after years, the “Mauritius ” named without its conjur- 
ing up some sunny spot in the waste of memory. For 
myself, its mere name will be intertwined with a thou- 
sand scenes of various beauty, rather assimilated in 
fancy to glimpses of Eden or the fabled Hesperides, 
than aught existent and terrestrial; nor will there be 
wanting a living group to impart an added and individ- 
ual interest to those Elysian prospects, whose eyes 
of brightness, whose voices of gladness, whose bland 
manners, whose playful intelligence, whose amiable 
affections, whose sincerity, rectitude, and benevolence, 
might redeem that region from more than its present 
burthen of iniquity, and disarm the aspirations which, 
iu a fervid earnestness, though questionable charity, 
I have heard breathed by more than one of my coun- 
trymen for some signal visitation by flood or fire on 
this beautiful island, a retributive punishment for the 
wickedness % those who dwell therein. 
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ON VISITING, 1 FOR THE LAST TIME, A BEAUTIFUL 
SCENE IN THE MAURITIUS. 

I. 

Bold mountain, o’er whose sombre head 
“ Aurora’s” gayest tints are thrown ; 

Glen, from whose deep and sunless bed 
The cataract peals in solemn tone ; 

Dark, many-foliaged groves, that rise 
Bound the free- planter's generous home ; 

Ripe, w r aving crops, whose wealth outvies 
Peru’s or A fric's golden le un. 

II 

Scarped, aloe-crested cliffs, whose base 
The matted, lithe Lianas hide, 

Transcend!')/ 'u their drooping grace 
Iinpervi .js’ ar.as’d pride: 

Transpire" i atty in whose blue cove, 

One lonely, snowy speck appears, 

Where, prise! five hundred feet above. 

The white -ird of the hopics steers. 

III. 

And thou, oil ginning, halcyon sea, 

That twincst round yon coral strand. 

Soft as the palse of infancy 
Responding to a mother’s hand : 

Enchanting, loved, familiar scene, 

More than my ardent vision knew, 

When first it bailed thy beauteous mien. 

Invests thy present parting view. 
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IV. 

Adieu, adieu, to-morrow's breexe 
May wait me from ihy fairy shore ; 
To-morrow’s sun- set flush the seas 

That mirror thy sweet traits no more. 
It’ from a common, hackneyed site. 
Lingering, reluctant, sad we part, 

When torn from haunts that thrill delight. 
What tenfold sorrow sweeps the heart ! 

V. 

Had 1 not hung m chiUlhoofl's^ ^ r 
Absorbed o’er meek Virginia's woes, 
And still, while sobs revealed the power. 
Of infant pity's first felt throes ? 
find I not yearned to tread the soil, 

Oi ..olden cane and spicy wood, 

'l , t.i i'i:. i*iiliu-tn.cs tutted spoil. 

*\nd uin the turtle ‘s callow brood 7 


VI. 

And when to riper age was given. 

Feelings developed and defined ; 

And one by one were crushed and riven, 
The aspirings of a cruder mind ; 

One fostered wish of early years. 

To palpable distinctness grew, 
Watcredtfpr love’s congenial tears. 

And nfSa in hope’s ensanguined hue. 

jp 2 
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VII. 

At length the Elysian shore I sought. 
Endeared to fancy’s ancient claim. 
Though in my soul a change had wrought, 
And health eschewed my languid frame 
And disappointment’s iron sleet 
Had marred anticipation’s bower; 

While exiled years with leaden feet 
Had stained affection’s limpid flower. 


, VIII. 

i 

Arrived, l gaze, with wonder hail, 

A thousand varied, blending charms. 

The blandishments of laughing vale, 
The mountain torrent’s wild alarms ; 
Till, to my bosom’s inmost fold, 

The beautiful’s triumphant sense. 
Sheds, like a sun-beam uncontrolled. 
It’s kindling, vital, influence. 


IX. 


Oh ! for a master’s living lyre 
Th’ emotions of my breast to free, 

To effuse on the impassioned wire 
My spirit’s boundless extacy; 

For never to a loyelier land 
Hath minstrel poured his deathless lay. 


From Tempo’s valg, or Scio’s strati 
By Garda’s lake, or Naples’ bay. 




THE MAURITIUS. 


X. 

Enchanting isle, in after years, 

Some rival of St. Pierre may rise, 

To hymn thy bland, AEgean clime. 

Thy love-srait daughters’ faith (hi sighs ; 
Enough for me, if memorys’ sheet 
Thy charmful aspect still retain. 

Bid rapture’s pulse more proudly beat, 
And soothe the dreary hours of pain. 


XI. 

Then, when ’neaih India’s peepul-trces, 

I list the hot wind’s sullen moan, 

I’ll think me on the cool blue seas 
That lave Mauritius’ emerald zone ; 

And while that arid shore beside 
Old Gungah’s tawny currents creep, 
Away on fancy's wings I’ll ride. 

Where Chamarelle’s flashing waters leap. 

XII. 

And when the iong>abandoned seat, 

I claim in that far English home, 

"And loving eyes aad voices greet, 

The exile from the ocean foam. 

I’ll not forget the welcome warn, 

Sweet ^pne v in thy planters’ shades ; 
The native 'race, the social charm 
That long shall marl the Creole maids. 







